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Annual Review. 

Hongkong, Sept. 1860.—At the 
last communion season in the year, two 
the 
These were two ex- 


mis 


new members were received into 
chareh by baptism. 
cellent young women, who were forme rly 
in Mrs. Johnson's school. The y main- 
tain a consistent walk, and are Christians 
of much promise. 

During the month succeeding this, Mr. 
Ashmore was prostrated with severe sick- 
ness; and for a month or more our staunch 
and faithfal assistant, A Tui, who was 
the only native preacher then at Hong- 
kong, had care of the church and chapel. 

On the 2th of December, Mr. John- 
son and myself, with our families, arrived 
at this place, as before reported. Soon 
after we arrived, the two assistants, A 
Sun and Al, who had for a time been 
employe d in the Tie Chiu district by the 
English Presbyterian mission, came to 
Hongkong ; and ina little while arrived 
also A To, a brother of A Tui, who had 
issisted in our mission several years ago. 
We were thus provided with four native 
preachers, and had the satisfaction of 
knowing that we had means for support- 
ing them all. In February, three of 
them were, with much prayer and solemn 
counsel, set apart to labor in their native 
district, and went away in the spirit of 


3 


faith and cheerfulness, as apostles of 
Christ. On the 7th of the following 
month, Mr. Ashmore, who had experi- 
enced an almost miraculous recovery frem 
his sickness, at the advice of his physician 
left on a voyage to America, which course 
alone, it was thought, would give per- 
to his restoration. Thus was 
Near the last of 
this month, Mr. Johnson made a tour to 


manency 


our number decreasing. 


Swatow and its vicinity, returning at the 
middle of the next month; and on the 
tirst of June he removed, with his family, 
to Masii, or Double Island, near Swatow, 
from which point he could easily have 
care of the assistants laboring in the Tie 
Chia country. His departure, and that 
of the native preachers, involved the re- 
moval of several of our members, and 
those usually attending our chapel ser- 
vices. 

I found myself alone, with one assist- 
ant, aad a handful of attendants at wor- 
ship. IL could stammer out only a few 
Chinese sentences; but the assistant, A 


| Sun, was a reliable, godly man, and | 


felt quite hopeful. 1 found my new re- 
sponsibilities favorable to progress in the 
language, and before many weeks | was 
enabled to render A Sun considerable as- 
sistance in the preparation of his dis- 
courses for the Sabbath. 


Religious Services. 


The regular services at the chapel have 
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continued the same as formerly, namely, 
an exercise in prayer and Scripture reci- 
tation and explanation every morning ; 
devotional service in the evening, and 
two public services upon the Sabbath. 
The attendance, before Mr. Johnson and 
the assistants left, upon the Sabbath, 
averaged forty. For a time after this, it 
did not exceed twenty-five as an average. 
Latterly there has been some increase, so 
that the number averages about thirty- 
five. Besides, we have had the usual 
monthly concert of prayer for missions, 
at which our brethren and sisters con- 
tribute according to their ability. A 
Sun is present in the chapel much of the 
time, outside the regular services, to 
speak to strangers and others, of the gos- 
pel of the Son of God, and he also goes 
into the streets and to the boats with his 
books and verbal messages of life. 


Labors at Outstations and on Chinese 
Junks, 


Some work has been done at the neigh- 
boring outstations, as well as in Chinese 
junks upon the harbor. I have accom- 
panied the assistant, first and last, to 
upwards of thirty Tie Chiu and Hokien 
junks, for preaching and leaving Serip- 
tures and tracts. We find on an average 
thirty men on board one of these vessels ; 
and, with one exception, we have been 
kindly received. One captain would not 
suffer the foreigner nor the foreign gos- 
pel. In my journal of July 31, after one 
of these visits, I find the following :— 
‘Perhaps no one will be converted 
through this very temporary instrumen- 
tality ; but it forms one of the contribu- 
tions towards preparing this numberless 
people for a final reception of the truth 
as it isin Jesus. If even a small number 
can be made familiar with the bare words 
and names of the gospel, much is gained. 
So much these junk-men can hear with 
the outward ear, though their hearts ap- 
pear as immovable as stones. Much is 
gained, if some of these Chinese seamen, 
who are visiting the various ports up and 
down the coast, can receive a favorable 
impression of us as the representatives of 
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Christ; and this may be somewhat pro- 
moted by these friendly evangelizing visits 
on board their vessels. It is something 
to dissipate prejudices, and put the Chi- 
nese in a friendly humor towards those 
wearing the name of Jesus, Effects of 
this kind, if no deeper result, have been 
produced by these pleasant visits to the 
junks.”’ 

The assistant has heen ready to go to 
the former outstations of this mission, 
but needs the duty to be suggested to 
him, and the time indicated to him. In 
these tours I have uniformly encouraged 
his giving his chief attention to expound- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and very little 
to distributing books. In four instances 
I have gone with him, or with another 
of our brethren who sometimes preaches 
quite a good sermon, namely in visits to 
Chiem-ta Chiu and Ko-kue-wan, on the 
main land. A Sun has been alone to 
Chek-chu and Tung-chiu; at the latter 
place he is spending the week in which I 
write. Here we have two or three mem- 
bers, and here one has died within a 
month. Here, also, we have a small 
chapel, where the assistant holds his ser- 
vices when in the place. Here, also, is a 
smart old man of eighty, who gives good 
evidence of being a Christian, excepting 
that he has not yet felt strongly enough 
the duty of baptism. Would that we 
were able to have a native preacher here 
all the time, as also at Ko-kue-wan, where 
A Bak used to labor, where there is a lit- 
tle chapel belonging to the mission, and 
where, judging from the numerous bright 
looking boys, and the general friendliness 
of the people, might be a Christian school 
of a flourishing character. The Tie Chiu 
people at Chek-chu, have nearly all wast- 
ed away, and the humble chapel is cramb- 
ling to the ground. One native sister 
remains there, to radiate a feeble light. 


Hopeful State. 


But our present state ishopeful. ‘The 
things that remain’’ do not seem ‘ ready 
to die,’’ but on the whole appear to be 
strengthened. God has been pleased to 
incline the hearts of the few here to in- 
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creased prayerfulness and diligence, and 
the minds of others to come to the house 
of the true God. At the very time when 
we were feeling well-nigh disheartened, 
and were pining with our longing for God 
to give us some token of his gracious 
power, some witness that He was with 
us and not with this reign of idolatry, 
He was in the midst of us, and we knew 
it not. His Spirit was settling down 
upon us as gently as the dew upon Her- 
mon, and drawing an interesting young 
man in our congregation to the feet of 
Jesus. This young man joins in our de- 
votions, and, by his relish for the gospel 
truth, by his eagerness to understand the 
doctrine of God, by his simple, penitent 
prayers, by his general modest and retir- 
ing bearing, and by the unspeakable 


affinity for the children of God which he | 


seems to have, commends himself to us as 
one of Christ's own flock. The hearts of 
the brethren and sisters are gladdened, 
and one or two more, hitherto careless, 
are seriously impressed. To A-Chuan, 
for that is the name of the young man 
spoken of, Tam endeavoring daily to im- 
part instruction in the New Testament, 
in which study he discovers much apt- 
ness. Ina month or two, if he continues 
to give us confidence, the desire he ex 
presses for baptism shall he gratified ; and 
may the Lord call him into the ministry 
of his Son, among his countrymen, in 
the darkness of China! 


Church in Hongkong. 


In Hongkong itself we have only eight 
or nine members at the present time. 
Mrs. Sawtelle and myself have continued 
to enjoy much the same health as we did 
in New England. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM DR DAWSON, 


Arrival of Missionaries—Baptisms at 
Rangoon. 
Rangoon, Sept. 30, 1860.—I have just 
time to acquaint you of the arrival yes- 
terday evening of the good ship “R. B. 


Forbes.’? Our beloved friends, brn. 
Bronson, Ward and Van Meter, and their 
companions, have reached us in safety, 
and amid a revival among the crew of the 
vessel.* All but two of the ship’s com- 
pany, from the captain down to the cabin 
boy, are rejoicing in the hope that they 
have found the Saviour precious to their 
souls, 

In Rangoon this Sabbath has been a 
glorious day. After the morning service 
at the Burmese chapel, the communion 
was administered ; and refreshing it was 
to all who participated in this dying, yet 
living memorial of a Saviour’s love. In 
the afternoon, six candidates were bap- 
tized at Kemendine, two adults and four 
young people. These converts have at- 
tended the preaching of some of the na- 
tive assistants who labor at Mrs. Ingalls’ 
zayat. They are all Burmese, and very 
interesting cases of conversion. 

Soon after this baptismal scene, which 
took place on the bank of the river, amid 
several hundred spectators, a similar 
scene was enacted on the Karen mission 
premises. Seven applicants of that race 
were baptized on a profession of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus 
from morning till evening, this has been 
a precious and glorious Sabbath to us in 
Rangoon. 

Fight or nine of the new converts were 
also present from the ship. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Schools at Henthada. 


Hlenthada, Aug. 30, 1860.—On our 
first arrival at Henthada, before one con- 
vert was baptized, several schools were 
organized in the jungles for the benefit of 
new converts. We design that the num- 
ber of these primary or district schools 
shall be limited only by the number of 
places where souls have been converted. 

Again, from the first, we itinerated 
among the people each year, until the 
approach of the rainy season rendered 

* See Mag. for January, p. 24. 
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travel among the Karens impossible.— 
We have ever felt that there must bea 
school for native preachers and teachers. 
We organized such a school the very first 
year we were here. ‘This school has not 
only been continued ever since, but it has 
the 
past five years, we have availed ourselves 
When 
our brethren in America come to our aid 


been increasing in efliciency. For 


of a Government **Grant in aid.’ 
and send us three or four hundred dollars 


per annum to instruct 
and teachers, we shall 


native preachers 
be ready to cut 
ourselves loose from all 
nection. 


goverument con- 


Report of the Normal School. 


**The Henthada Karen Normal School’ 
has just been dismissed. The following 
paragraphs are from the report read at 
the public examination. 

‘In arithmetic, the first class have 
gone through with proportion, square 
root, cube root, and superticial and selid 
mensuration. 

‘* All the school have attended to men- 
tal arithmetic (Colburn’s,) and with the 
usual success. 

‘*Geography has been studied, as 
usual, by all the pupils in school. Much 
attention has been given to the geography 
of the lloly Seriptures, 

‘*Map drawing has received a good 
deal of attention, especially by the female 
portion of the school. A large number 


of maps has been drawn by the school, 


the village schools. But still the supply 
has not been equal to the demand. 

‘* The class in Natural Philosophy have 
gone over with the subjects studied last 


gravity, laws of motion, compound mo- 
tion, centre of gravity, annual motion of 
the earth. The pupils have also gone 
through this year, with much interest, 
with the chapters on the diurnal motion 
of the earth, the cause of the difference 
of the length of the days and nights, and 
also of cold and heat and summer and 
winter. 


* See Mag. for Feb., 1855, p. 54 seq. 


and sent into the district for the use of 


year,—properties of matter, attraction of 


Henthada Mission, — Letter from Mr. Thomas. 


February, 


‘** But no study has received more at- 
tention than that of the Holy Scriptures. 
A large class of pupils have 
thoroughly studied the Gospel of Mat- 
thew, and the episiles to the Romans 
Karen; a class 


Hebrews, in Sgau 


in Pwo Karen have studied Genesis and 
Exodus, 

** We have still to regret the difficulty 
of keeping pupils in school long enough 
to obtain even a tolerable education. 
This is especially true of Karen girls. 
Yet we ere able to see that they are im- 
proved eve n by their short termsof school- 
ing. 
advantages of only a year’s instruction, 


A Karen girl who has enjoyed the 


is quite a prodigy of learning among her 


countrywomen, and frequently exerts a 


great influence among them for good. 


* The school in its present form has 
heen under instruction five months, while 
the female department is now closing a 
term of seven months, 


** The school numbers upwards of sixty 


pupils. We have succeeded in keeping 
the school within these narrow limits, 
only by organizing a school of a higher 
grade in Sakagyee, There is a school of 
thirty pupils, which is no expense to the 
mission except for the siulary of the teach- 
er—seven dollars per month.”’ 

Phis school, with visitors from the jun- 
gles, has kept us very busy. For, unlike 
most instructors at home, we have been 
obliged to write our lessons in natural 
philosophy, geography, and in’ the rules 
of vocal musie. Mrs. Thomas has had 
the care of all the studies except those of 


the Holy Scriptures and collateral sub- 


jects, natural philosophy and declama- 


tion. 


Statements of the Henthada Association 
on Education, 


The following paper is from the Min- 
utes of the Henthada Karen Association. 
This paper, drawn up by the missiona- 
ries, was read by the Secretary, and 
unanimously adopted by the Association, 


asa statement of our educational plans, 
‘+Tt is the duty of Christians to educate 
Education will make the 


their children. 


! 
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churches stable, and will elevate the Ka- | no sympathy with those who teach Ka- 


ren nation, 

‘*In what way can the Karens be most 
extensively and efliciently educated? 

‘© 1. In every place where there are 
Christians, let the ehildren and the young 
men and women, let all be taught to 
read and write their own language, and 
let them be taught the catechism. Let 
the young, as far as their teachers are 
able to instruct them, study geography 
and arithmetic in their own villages. 

«2? There should be established, in 
different places, several schools of a higher 
grade. In these schools should be taught, 
hy those who have been instructed hy the 
missionary, writing, arithmetic, geogra- 
phy, land measuring, and the Scriptures, 
To these schools let tht people send their 
children and support them, when they 
have learned all they ean in their own 
villages Schools of this description 
should be at once established in tive dif- 
ferent places in these two provinces. 

“3. Those young people who have 
learned all they can in the jungle schools, 
and who are desirous of pursuing their 
studies still further, in order that they 
may serve God as teachers or as preach- 
ers of the gospel, should come to the city 
and be instructed by the missionary.— 
Let all understand about this city (nor- 
mal) school, 
pupils in it,—not more than fifty or sixty. 


We do not want too many 


We have not the means of supporting 
more, nor the strength to instruct and 
take care of them. Tlence those who are 
not willing to devote themselves to Christ 
as teachers or preachers, should not enter 
the city school. 

“4. But we hope that among the 
young men who have studied in Hentha- 
da, some will wish for a more thorough 
and complete knowledge of the Holy 
Seriptures. Let these proceed to the 
Theological school established in Ran- 
goon. Teacher (Dr.) Binney will devote 
all his time to instructing them in the 
Holy Scriptures and collateral subjects.” 
No English to be Taught—Who are to be 

Instructed? 


You see our plansare broad. We have 


rens English. But a thorough vernacu- 
lar education for the Karen Christians, 
is what we look upon as next to the gos- 
We want our breth- 
But though 


they may neglect us, and Satan may op- 


pel in importance. 
ren to help us in this work. 


pose us, our course is onward. 

We now long to get into the jungle ; 
the work t» be done there is veyy great 
and important, for there is ripened fruit 
to he gathered in. 


MAULMAIN BURMAN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. HASWELL, SR. 
Interesting Cases at Amherst. 


Aherst, Sept. 10, 1860.—I am at my 
old home, to which I came down last 
week. There being two or three hopeful 
cases here, | desired to do all in my power 
to lead them to decide for Christ. It is 
very doubtful how the matter will end 
with them. One man, especially, is in a 
very critical state, balancing between life 
and death. He appears perfectly con- 
vinced of the truth of Christianity, and 
of his need of a Saviour; but the fear of 
man is a snare which, | fear, will prove 
Two other cases are interest- 
ing, hut do not appear so critical. O 


his ruin, 


how we need the life-giving Spirit!— 
Why is it not poured out upon us from 
on high? 

I have had some very interesting times 
in preaching here, and also in Maulmain, 
There is a greater 
readiness to hear the gospel than for a 


before coming down. 


time past, and we daily try to improve 
the opportunity to press home the truth. 
Sometimes I have a little faith to believe 
that God will soon visit this dry, barren 
land, and that our weak faith, rather 
unbelief, shall be put to shame by a glo- 
rious work of grace that shall fill all 
heaven with shouts of joy. I was very 
much interested last Thursday evening, 
in preaching to four Peguan men from 
the island of Pelugune. They seemed to 
understand and feel the foree of the 
truth, and to be truly affected by it. 
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God grant that they may not have heard 
in vain. 
Church and School at Amherst. 


The little church here, as it regards 
numbers, has been at a stand-still fora 
long time; but [ think the members are 
growing in grace. The school numbers 
about thirty pupils, and is the means of 
imparting a good deal of religious in- 
struction. And though we do not at 
present see conversions, yet as God has 
said that his word shall not return to Him 
void, we have ground fur hope. The 
school teacher, Moung Shwa So, is doing 
well. Ko Oung men, the preacher, daily 
visits the people at their houses, and 
preaches to all he meets, and conducts 
worship on the Sabbath. During the 
dry season, he will visit the villages in 
the vicinity. 


GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR. ALF, MISSIONARY TO 
POLAND. 


Mr. Alf reports another very interesting 
missionary tour among the Poles. He receiv- 
ed the general impression that the darkness 
of unbelief and sin prevails everywhere.— 
Scarcely anywhere was the Sabbath sancti- 
fied. But he also visited districts under 
Mennonite and Moravian influence, and con- 
versed with believers belonging to these 
churches. He writes as follows of an awak- 
ening in B., similar to the revivals which 
have occurred in Ireland and America. 


Timid Believer—Baptisms. 


On the evening of the fourth of June, 
after meeting, I left C. A heavy rain 
came on, and the darkness of night over- 
took me. I resolved to spend the night 
in a shed. A German man was there, 
who invited me to spend the night with 
him. He was a teacher by profession. 
His trade was that of a brewer. I direct- 
ed the conversation to the one thing need- 
ful. He was pleased with everything, 
and spoke like a pious man. But he 
knew nothing of prayer. He thought 
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he had not a single book. I kneeled 
down and prayed, and told him to kneel 
with me, and we both prayed. We then 
lay down and both fell asleep, The next 
morning we arose early. I proposed to 
pray with him again, but he made many 
objections ; people would hear and laugh 
at him, and make fun of him. I sought 
to quiet his fears, but in vain. 
estly entreated me not to pray in his 
room; he would not; he could not be a 


He earn- 


Christian in his circumstances and among 
such people. 1 was obliged to leave him 
without prayer. 

On the 28th many friends came from a 
distance to Adamow, to the love-feast 
which we were to hold the nextday. On 
the morning of the 20th, every body was 
in motion to the place, many of them 
from curiosity, so that perhaps nearly 
200 persons were present. Sixteen offer- 
ed themselves as candidates for baptism, 
of whom I examined eight, but approved 
only three, who were baptized the follow- 
ing night. 


Hungering for the Word. 


On the 12th of July, after [had broken 
bread to the brethren in K., I proceeded 
to P., seven Polish miles to the east, the 
residence of three members who were 
baptized a little while since. The whole 
country was full of it. 1 arrived late in 
the evening. One of the sisters immedi- 
ately sent half a mile to the other two, 
and to those friends who were seeking the 
right way. Early the next morning a 
considerable number came together, hun- 
gering for the bread of life and desiring 
to be instructed out of the Word of God. 
As they had been forewarned that we 
were deceivers and Anti-Christ, I under- 
took to show from the Bible who is a de- 
ceiver and Anti-Christ, from the words, 
1 John 4: ** Try the spirits.’’ The peo- 
ple staid till noon, and listened with deep 
attention. They all begged me to remain 
several days in their district, that still 
more might come and hear for themselves 
whether my doctrine was false. I prom- 
ised to visit them in the evening and hold 
a mecting, administered the Lord’s Sup- 
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per to the three members, and towards 
evening set out to fulfil my appointment. 

When I had gone about half way and 
was praying in 2 grove, one of the mem- 
bers came and told me that enemies were 
lying in wait to arrest me if I proceeded, 
and to carry me before the Lutheran 
minister. Meanwhile the words of Christ 
comforted me, ** Behold, I send you forth 
as sheep in the midst of wolves.’’ I took 
courage and passed through the town to 
the next, where were the friends who had 

A good assembly soon came 
On the I4th many inquirers 

I went before the magistrate 


invited me. 
together. 
visited me. 
to show the people that [ was not afraid 
of man. Three hours I was with him. 
We conversed much, though he did not 
enter into debate, but required me the 
next morning, Sunday, to meet him at 
the church. In the evening I had another 
meeting. On the 15th there was a gen- 
eral rush to the church. The preacher, 
who had heen informed that the Baptists 
were to be there, undertook to defend his 
views of baptism, and preached from 
Rom, 6: 4—* As many as have been bap- 
tized into Christ have been baptized into 
his death,”’ 


After prayer, all were curious to see 
the Baptists. They all stood up and fas- 
tened their eyes on me. Some immedi- 
Some thought 
the preacher was going to yield the argu- 
ment to the Baptists. Others contended 
for their church and pastor. I remarked 
that the preacher had wrongly interpreted 
his text, saying that they bad all been 
baptized, whereas they had only been 
sprinkled with a little water, and there 
were only four who had been baptized in 
the whole assembly, viz., the Baptists. 
Many wished to know where I was to be 
in the evening, expressing their purpose 
to be at my meeting. Thus I had anoth- 
er opportunity in the afternoon to speak 
before a considerable number. Some were 
affected by the Word. T found several 


ately gave up the contest. 


who were convinced of the truth on 
baptism, and spoke of their convictions 


openly. 
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On the morning of the 16th, I met 
with an old man on my way, who asked 
me how it was with their church. I re- 
plied that it was well enough with the 
church, only it had in it few Christians. 
He asked how that could be, seeing they 
were all Christians. But when I inquir- 
ed of him as to the qualities which a 
Christian must have, he became silent, 
and knew not what to reply. 


Physical Effects. 

On the 19th I went to W., twelve 
miles to the west, where I had long been 
solicited to make a visit. There are no 
members there ; and, as several wished to 
join as, a few of the brethren accompa- 
nied me. In the evening I held a meet- 
ing at B., when the word greatly affected 
the hearts of the people, and many wept 
and prayed aloud. On the 20th, late at 
night, we reached W., having first kneel- 
ed down in the woods and entreated God’s 
aid and blessing. We first met with a 
Mennonite, who received us kindly into 
his house. Though it was late at night 
he could not be prevented from going out, 
with his son, to inform all his friends in 
the vicinity, of my arrival. Early the 
next morning we were surrounded by 
souls hungering for the bread of life, who 
told us their trials and begged to be in- 
structed. After much edifying conversa- 
tion, I took my text in Acts 2; 37—** And 
when they heard this, they were pricked 
in the heart.’ Ina moment the words 
were verified. A woman was so much 
affected that she sunk down as one dead, 
and all her limbs, shook. For a long 
time she was speechless, Others were 
deeply moved. The meeting continued 
the whole day and all night without in- 
terruption. At evening so many came 
together that it was difficult to find room 
for them. When the day appeared, most 
of the hearers departed ; a few only re- 
mained, who offered themselves as candi- 
dates for baptism. Six persons witnessed 
a good confession. We then retired to 
get a little sleep. 

On the 22d a great crowd assembled 
again, so that we feared lest the house 
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should fall. After some remarks on the 
importance and the sanctity of the Lord’s 
day, I spoke on the parable of the ten 
virgins, in Matt. 25. 
terrupted by weeping, praying and ery- 
ing. They all fell upon their knees, and 
some continued pleading for two hours. 
I spoke to them such words of comfort as 


But I was soon in- 


I could, but to no purpose. Some lost 
all consciousness, and every limb quiver- 
ed. In the afternoon the assembly was 
still larger. 
far and near. 


People were present from 
All heard with attention, 
but the assembly externally was more 
quiet than in the forenoon. Two teach- 
ers of the Lutheran church were present, 
with many of their friends. One of them 
is deeply awakened and has resigned his 
office. We examined him several days 


before in Adamow. The other is inquir- 


ing. I spoke from 1 John, 4, of false 
prophets. After mecting I conversed 


with a few and distributed tracts. Sevy- 
eral renewed souls offered themselves to 
the church, and were examined. Several 
Mennonites would gladly have been bap- 
tized, but were afraid of losing their 
military rank. 

On the 12th of August, nine were ex- 
amined for admission, On the 25th, in 
the afternoon, thirteen more candidates 
were examined, making, with the others, 
seventeen, who in the evening were all 
baptized. The whole assembly accompa- 
nied us with singing to the place of bap- 
tism, which was near a Polish village. 
Every thing was quiet around ; the moon 
shone brilliantly. After the baptism we 
retired to an open field, where we prayed 
and sung, after which we returned with 
praise and thanksgiving. 


LETTER FROM MR. NIEMETZ. 
The Work in Russia—Imprisonment. 
Memel, Oct. 27, 1860.—With regard 
to the persecutions that have broken out 


Germany. — Letter from Mr. Niemetz. 


[ February, 


in Russia against our brethren, I must 
inform you that Mr. Brantmann, from Gro- 
bin, in Kurland, is still under arrest of the 
authorities in Windau. He has now been 
imprisoned six weeks, but hopes for speedy 


release. Not far from Windau, reside 


| several converts recently baptized here, 


whom Mr. Brantmann had visited before he 
was arrested. These friends have all un- 
dergone a judicial examination, and have 
heen prohibited to make any further 
journeys to Memel. Two days ago | re- 
ceived a letter from a pious schoolmaster 
in those parts, who is also longing to be 
baptized; but whose duties have been so 
arranged that he cannot be absent one 
day. Besides this, he and others have 
been forbidden to go to Memel. 

Ile writes that there are in all sixty 
believers, who are waiting for baptism. 
These friends, however, have also been 
prohibited to assemble together. 

These circumstances show that serious 
efforts are being made to suppress the 
new movement; and what are the pros- 
pects of a preach r of the gospel who 
might go there? We feel much concern- 
ed, and pray to the Lord to have merey 
our behalf. For the 
present, Wwe must await the issue of br. 
We must 
count upon a severe conflict, but we know 


and interfere on 


Brantmann’s imprisonment. 


Jehovah is with us,and He can make 
way for his people.* 

We have received no reply to our peti- 
tions to the 
Duke. Remember Russia and our Rus- 


Emperor and the Grand 


_ sian brethren in your prayers. 


* A communication from Mr. Oncken, dated 
“Tn the south of 
Russia the Lord is also beginning to open a 


Hamburg, Oct. 31, says: 


door for us, and I hope to see one or two 
brethren there, next spring, in the capacity 
of travelling journeymen, but with the view 
of spreading the glorious gospel. O that our 
brethren in the United States could duly ap- 


preciate the importance of our mission, and 


send us a little more pecuniary aid.” 
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Miscellany. — First Impressions of China. 


MISCELLANY. 


FIRST TMPRESSIONS OF CHITIN A. 


lt is scarcely fair that you should ask 
for the first impressions of a young and 
inexperienced missionary. ‘Those impres- 
sions must necessarily he imperfect ; they 
may even be false. I must therefore beg 
your readers constantly to bear in mind 
‘hat these are not views tenaciously held 
because trae, nor conclusions calmly 
drawn trom sufficient data, nor in any 
sense the record of undeniable OX}M rience, 
These are merely passing glances ; and 
all that [ can hope to do, is to arouse 
some here and there to study the claims, 
and to stand forth for the help of a peo- 
ple so great, and so singular, and so lost, 
as the Chinese. Second thoughts are 
better far than first impressions ; should 
the reader, therefore, after glancing over 
these lines, imagine either that little has 
been done, or that little can be done, or 
that for him, at least, there is no special 
call; regarding this as a first impression, 
let him bring the matter in daily prayer 
to the great Lord of the harvest, and he 
will surely find that He, whose thoughts 
are uot as our thoughts, looks upon his 
kingdom and his service, and the individ- 
ual responsibility of his servants in a very 
diferent light. 

It is almost impossible to describe 
the feelings with which a missionary first 
catches sight of the dim outline of his 
adopted country—the thrill that passes 
over him when, after months of waiting, 
his eye is blessed at length witha glimpse 
of the land he is to oecupy for God, and 
in which he is to spend and be spent for 
Christ. ‘Can it be,’ he says to himself, 
‘is this China? : 
is the prayer and resolve that together 
rise in his soul, 


Chen China for Christ,’ | 


Forthwith he betakes | 


himself to his Lord for fresh instructions, | 


and for renewed power from on high. 
. . . . 
This first impression is deepened when a 


real living native appears. It is needless | 


to say that the exterior of a Chinaman is 
so uncouth as at once to rivet the atten- 
tion of any European, whatever his er- 
But in the case of the 
missionary, this is soon forgotten, and 


rand may be. 


the strange, uncouth, fearfully unnatural 
appearance of the soul enshrined, is that 
which most excites his interest, and se- 
cures his deepest sympathy. ‘Ts it for 
that man,” he asks himself, ‘ my Saviour 
died?’ The reply is instant: ‘ For him, 
and for all.’ Ina land of strangers the 
missionary yet feels himself among broth- 
ers and fellows, since upon all the same 
compassion has been exercised, and of all 
the same blood cleanseth their sins. His 
strong determination is now renewed to 
leave no stone unturned, and no possible 
means unemployed, that these millions, 
for whom Christ died, may believe and 
live. In looking forward to the future, 
his old resolve is formed anew—* I will 
become all things to all men, if by any 


means [ may save some.’ 


But the moment has now arrived when 
his * home on the ocean wave’ is to be ex- 
changed for the land—* The Flowery 
Land,’ they eall it; and in his heart the 
missionary resolves that, as far as it de- 
pends on himself, this waste, howling wil- 
derness shall become the garden of the 
I shall not, I think, ever forget 
the strange feeling that passed over me 


Lord. 


when I leaped ashore at nine o'clock at 
night, at the landing place at Shanghai. 
lt was not unlike that which a soldier may 
he supposed to experience when once 
within the enemy's ramparts.’ It is now 
a hand-to-hand struggle, and victory or 
The former 
China 
must yield, her millions must adore the 
defeat in any part of the field shall 


disgrace is the alternative.’ 
is, at first, the absorbing feeling ; 


King ; 
not, for a moment, be thought of. But 
soon, unless his faith is of the best, the 


missionary begins to falter, not in his 
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prayers, nor in his efforts, but in his 
hopes. 

We left Old England when the wel- 
come word, * Reap the harvest,’ had first 
come forth from the Lord; but we have 
landed among a people from whom no 
harvest, worth the name, can be expect- 
ed fur many a year, It is seed-time 
yet, and will be— Lord, how long?’ 
God may use extraordinary means; He 
may immortalize this nation as that which 
through eternity will be remembered to 
have been born in a day; otherwise, 
God's people must be contented earnestly 
to work, and unceasingly to pray for 
months and years to come. And the 
more the character of the Chinese is 
studied, the more apparent is that inher- 
ent sloth of soul which crushes the upris- 
ings of the spirit, and makes its conver- 
sion, humanly speaking, a matter of fear- 
ful difficulty. 

The wanderer through the streets of 
a Chinese city, is not by any means for- 
cibly struck with the fact that this isa 
nation of idolaters. Except on special 
occasions, idolatry is not obtrusive. It 
is there—the rotten substratum of most 
of their institutions, and of much of their 
social life. China has been a province 
of the amfi-celestial empire so long, that 
the devil can afford to unbind the most 
galling of his chains, and the bloody rites 
of Hindu heathenism are consequently 
unknown. But if one fetter be loosened, 
another is riveted. Here we have the de- 
grading spectacle of a nation wholly given 
up to the worship of self. This is the 
most striking form of idolatry; its tem- 
ples line the closely-built streets of every 
city; its rites are practised in the pur- 
suits of every day life ; its votaries are 
the countless millions of this far-reaching 
land. It is the idolatry of England ina 
more intensified form; so that the mis- 
sionary’s first impression—an impression 
which only deepens with his knowledge— 
is, that in obeying the call of the Master, 
he has entered not another, but only a 
more arduous service, and one demanding 
far more of every gift and grace he need- 
ed at home. It was my first impression 
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—and I can venture to say it will never 
be changed—that for this form of idola- 
try, virulent and pervading as it is, noth- 
ing will suffice but its very opposite. Self 
must be dethroned in every Chinaman’s 
heart ; Christ must rule. It is not enough 
that such a revolution should be effected 
as that which marks the progress of the 
rebel forces; they may destroy the tem- 
ples of Buddha, but they are powerless 
to enter the inner shrine of the heart; 
and there it is that the Chinese fall down 
to worship. 

Soon after our arrival at Shanghai, 
I witnessed a procession in honor of the 
god of the city. It was an irregular cav- 
aleade, composed of parties at intervals ; 
gongs, and other instruments of still more 
painful sound, announced the approach 
of each division; officials in outlandish 
costumes preceded. These were followed 
by bearers of banners with strange de- 
vices, or of other mysteries ; then came 
priests ‘all shaven and shorn ;’ and, last- 
ly, the image of the god in a sedan chair. 
This was larger than life, of terrible 
countenance, and arrayed in gorgeous 
robes, scarlet and gold being the predom- 
inant colors. So far as I could perceive, 
no act of worship, or even of reverence, 
was performed by the spectators ; men 
stared from their open shop fronts, as the 
procession passed, and then returued to 
worship more sincerely the mightier god 
within. On arriving at the temple, how- 
ever, idolatry, in all its manifest abomi- 
nation, would doubtless be indulged in. 
My first impression, as I looked on this 
scene, was one of pity; by-and-by, it 
may be, this will be succeeded by horror 
and indignation, and fear for a people 
who have, for centuries, denied the in- 
stincts of their souls, and trampled upon 
Creation’s testimony. Angry, righteous- 
ly so, the missionary can scarcely be, till, 
from the offered blessing, the wretched 
victim turns away to clasp more closely 
to his soul the curse which will destroy 
him forever. Yet, even then, the com 
passion of the Master will overflow the 
heart of the servant. O that the compas- 
sion of Christ—and we have a specimen 
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of it, as it overwhelmed his manly soul 
when He beheld the city and wept over 
it—pervaded the spirit of every one of 
us! Few of us have learned to sit down 
with Him on the Mount of Olives. Let 
us draw near the mourner, and try to 
catch his spirit, and, as far as may be, to 
have fellowship with his sufferings. O 
that the young would learn by heart 
those inspired words, ‘If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with Him.’ 

It is almost superfluous for me to say 
that, like every one else who finds his 
way intoa Chinese city, I was struck 
with the ceaseless flow of passengers.— 
They come and go ; they pass and repass 
incessantly. It is as though one were 
walking through the narrow streets of a 
hive of bees. ‘To be alone is impossible. 
In extent of population, Shanghai is not 
to be mentioned. Compared with hun- 
dreds of other cities, it is but a village ; 
and [ can well imagine that when the 
missionary ventures into these, his head 
grows dizzy and his heart grows faint. 
That terrible being, man—man unregener- 
ate, man possessed by the devil, is here 
omnipresent. Their uncounted numbers 
we cannot abate, nor would we, unable 
though we are to penetrate their serried 
ranks ; we would not, since we know 
that in this warfare the battle is not to 
the strong. This only we desire, for this 
must every Chistian pray, that this mighty 
host may be moved to go over, en masse, 
to the side of Jesus, their Lord and ours. 

I will not now prolong this letter; I 
shall probably have other opportunities 
of laying before your readers what may 
be more worthy their perusal—not first 
impressions, but answered hopes, and 
earnest prayers, and signs of the coming 
glory. The day seems to be breaking in 
the South ; here, as yet, it is only star- 
light. 

Allow me, however, to note down 
one first and last impression ; it forced 
itself upon me long ago; it is stronger 
now than ever. ‘The harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are few.’ The 
thought of this awfal disproportion op- 
pressed the Master's mind ; and the ser- 


vant is not above his Lord. Young men 
and women, do not lightly read these 
words of your Saviour. Better never to 
have seen them, than to see them and then 
feel as you have felt, and live as you have 
lived. You cannot, if you love your Re- 
deemer, behold this harvest so rich in 
promise, and hear his appeal so touching 
in its earnestness and simplicity, without 
joining, heart and soul, in the prayer He 
has suggested. Can you join in that 
prayer,‘ Send forth more laborers into the 
harvest,’ without, at the same time, on 
bended knee and with reverent heart, 
responding, * Here am I, Lord, send me ?”’ 
R. Dawton. 
Shanghai, May, 1860.” 


THE TAE PING WANG REBELS. 


From the North China Herald we ex- 
tract the following observations on a 
movement which has so deeply interested 
the Christian world. Lately, two Amer- 
ican Baptist missionaries visited the city 
of Suchow, which had fallen into the 
hands of the rebels. Subsequently, other 
missionaries have gone thither, and from 
their statements is derived the substance 
of the remarks. 

‘It appears evident that the religious 
element enters very powerfully into this 
great revolutionary movement. Nothing 
can be more erroneous than the supposi- 
tion that it is a purely political one, and 
that religion occupies but a subordinate 
place in it. So far is this from being the 
case, that, on the contrary, it is the basis 
upon which the former rests, and is its 
life-perpetuating source. The downfall 
of idolatry, and the establishment of the 
worship of the true God, are objects aimed 
at by them with as much sincerity and 
devotion as the expulsion of the Manchus 
and the conquest of the empire. In op- 
position to the pantheistic notions 
the philosophers of the Sung dynasty, 
they hold the doctrine of the personality 
of the deity; in opposition to the popular 
polytheistic notions, they have the clear- 
est conception of the unity of God; and 
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in opposition to the fatalism of philosoph- 
ical Buddhism, they believe in and teach 
the doctrine of an all-superintending 
Providence. This appears on the very 
surface, and no one can be among them 
for any length of time without being inn- 
pressed with it. They feel that they have 
a work to accomplish, and the deep con- 


viction that they are guided by an un- 
erring finger, and supported by an om- 


nipotent arm in its execution, is their in- 
spiration. Success they ascribe to the 
goodness of the Heavenly Father, and 
defeat to The Deity 
is with them, not an abstract notion, nor 


his chastisements. 


a stern implacable sovereign, but a loving 
father, who watches tenderly over their 
The 
Seriptures of the Old and New Testament 
are their standard of faith now, as they 


affairs,and leads them by the hand. 


were at the commencement of the move- 
ment. 
Christ as atoning for the sins of the 
whole world, though they do not seem to 
have a clear notion of the divinity of his 
person. They regard him as the greatest 
human being that has ever appeared in 
this world, and as specially the God-sent ; 
and this will account for the revolution- 
ary chief styling himself the brother of 
Christ. 
himself is divine ; his idea, probably, is 


He does not suppose that he 


that the Saviour is the greatest of God's 
messengers, and he himself the second. 
On this point, as well as on the doctrine 
of the ILoly Spirit, he needs enlightenment. 
Could he be convinced that Christ is di- 
vine as well as human, he would immedi- 
ately see, and perhaps renounce his error. 
Taat errors have crept in, is not surpris- 


ing ; 


on the contrary, it would be one of 
the greatest miracles on record were it 
otherwise. The amount of religious 
knowledge diffused among the people is 
necessarily limited ; that of the chiefs, 
though not very profound, is more exten- 
sive. 

“The feeling which they entertain 
toward foreigners is apparently of the 
most friendly nature; they are always 
addressed as our foreign brethren ; * we 


worship the same Heavenly Father, and 


They often speak of the death of 
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believe in the same Elder Brother ; why 
should we be at variance?’ They seem 
to be anxious for intercourse with for- 
eigners, and desirous to promote the in- 
terests of trade. The opening up of the 
eighteen provinces to trade, they say, 
would be most pleasing to them. 


the cruelty of the ‘long-haired rebels,’ 


great deal has been said about 


but this is a false accusation. In no in- 
stance have we witnessed any traces of 
wilful It is true they kill, 
but it is because they must do so or sub- 
mit to be killed. They burn, buat so far 
as our gbservation went, it is invariably 


destruction. 


in selfdefenee. Much of the burning is 
done by the imperialists before the arri- 
val of the rebels, and the cases of suicide 
than ot 


all the women 


are far more numerous those 


The facet that 
have been allowed to leave Sung Kiang, 


murder. 


and that they are known, in many cases, 
to have made attempts to save men and 
women who had plunged themselves into 
the canals and rivers, is a proof that they 
are not the cruel, relentless marauders 
that they have been represented to be by 
many. They are revolutionists in the 
strictest sense of the term ; both the work 
of slaughter and of plunder are carried on 
only so far as is necessary to secure the 
end. 

** As to their general moral character, 
we are scarcely able to give an opinion, 
Probably, taking them en masse, they are 
not much superior to their fellow-coun- 
trymen in this respect. Though the use 
of opium is legally forbidden, yet we 
know that it is largely consumed by 
Both 
many of the chiefs partake of it freely. 


them. the common soldicrs and 

** As to their future success we can say 
nothing. One of the chiefs made the re- 
mark that, judging from the present as- 
pect of affairs, two years would be am- 
ple time to accomplish their task. From 
Kiahing up to Tantu they have swept the 
country clean (as they express them- 
selves) of all the ‘imps,’ so that small 
hands of ten, twenty, and thirty men 
pass to and fro from one point to the 
other along the banks of the Grand Canal 
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without the least interruption. They 
seem now to be taking a hold of the em- 
pire with an iron grasp, and treading it 
like conquerors. The impression which 
an interview with them leaves upon the 
mind is, that they look back upon the 
past thankfully, and to the future with 
buoyant and confident hope.’’—Miss. 


Chron. 


MISSIONS WITHIN THE COLONY OF THE 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 


At the meeting in 1705, at which it 
was decided that the first effort of the So- 
ciety should be directed to the South Seas, 
it was also resolved that a mission should 
he attempted to South Africa; and while 
the ** Dualf,”’ 
to Tahiti on board, was, in 1796, lying at 


with the first missionaries 


Portsmouth, the Directors determined on 
a mission to the Foulah country in West- 
ern Africa. In the following year, the 
London and Scottish Societies sent two 
ordained missionaries, and four laymen 
to commence this mission. It was not 
successful, and has not been renewed by 
the London Society, whose efforts have 
since been directed to the southern parts 
of that continent. 

The important mission to this region 
was confided to Dr. Vanderkemp, a native 
of Holland, at that time nearly fifty years 
of age. Lis position in society ; his va- 
ried aequirements as a scholar, soldier, 
and physician; the deeply affecting cir- 
culms tinces attending his conversion, to- 
gether with his subsequent carcer, render 
him one of the most remarkable among the 
In 1797 he 


was ordained at the Scotch church, Crown 


missionaries of modern times. 


Court, Covent Garden, London, and at 
the close of the following year sailed, 
with three other missionaries, for the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

On reaching the Cape early in 1799, 
Dr. Vanderkemp and his companions 
were cordially welcomed by the Lieut. 
Governor-General Dundas, and 

A letter from the 
Directors was publicly read from the pul- 
pits of the Dutch Reformed churches in 


many 
Dutch inhabitants. 
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Cape Town and the country parishes, and 
an Association, designated ‘* The South 
African Missionary Society,’’ was formed 
to aid in the work. 

The formation of the London Society 
led to the organization at Rotterdam of 
the Netherlands Missionary Society, which 
united with the former in this their first 
mission to South Africa ; and this union, 
together with the fact that half the mis- 
sionaries were natives of Holland, and 
one of them a clergyman of the Dutch 
Reformed church—the Established church 
at the Cape, contributed toward the wel- 
come accorded to the missionaries, and 
the active co-operation of some of the 
most excellent among the clergy and laity 
Dur- 
ing the early years of this mission, many 
of the laborers were natives of Holland, 
or other parts of the continent. They 
were supported by the London and the 
Netherlands Society jointly, and 


of the Duteh chureh in the colony. 


were 
placed under the direction of Missionary 
Associations in the colony. 

The South African Society, beginning 
at home, directed its first attention to 
the colored and other ignorant portions 
of the population of Cape Town, built a 
chapel, which still remains, and engaged 
two of the carly missionaries sent out by 
the Society to labor among them. But 
the restoration of the colony to the Dutch 
by the peace of Amiens put an end to 
their efforts; for a sort of enlarged Con- 
venticle Act was passed by the Cape gov- 
ernment, prohibiting the missionaries from 
laboring within three days’ journey of 
any Established church. Any one con- 
tinuing within that limit was required to 
place himself under the control of the 
nearest clergyman ; the Commissary-gen- 
eral alleging, as his reason for these re- 
pressive measures, his dread of a schism 
in the Dutch Established church. In 
1806, the colony was recaptured by the 
English, and missionary efforts were 
again encouraged. 

In 1812, Mr. Thom, a missionary on 
his way to Calcutta, was induced to re- 
main at the Cape, to preach to the mili- 
tary and others, until 1818, when he 
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accepted a government appointment to 
the Dutch church at Caledon. In 1819, 
Dr. Philip arrived, as the agent of the 
Society, and soon afterwards built a 
chapel, organized a Congregational church 
in Cape Town, and originated schools and 
other means of benefit to the people of 
color, at the same time directing a large 
amount of effort to the restitution of their 
liberties to the native races, and to their 
general improvement. Dr. Philip was 
relieved of the pastorate in 1844, by the 
Rev. J. C. Brown, who, in 1850, was 
sycceeded by the Rev. W. Thompson, the 
present pastor of the church in Cape 
Town, and agent for the Society, who 
continues to render important aid to the 
cause of true religion there ; while Mrs. 
Thompson, with a degree of self-devotion 
which is highly commendable, now per- 
sonally superintends the important schools 
in Barrack Street, which have for many 
years conferred great advantages on the 
children of color in Cape Town. While 
occupying his post in Cape Town, Mr. 
Thompson has also rendered valuable as- 
sistance to the missionaries. 

Tie operations of the Society within the 
colony have changed with the advance- 
ment of its population. Industrial, 
training, and secular affairs require less 
of the missionaries’ attention than for- 
merly ; and their efforts, with but few 
exceptions, are now confined to educa- 
tional labors and religivus teaching. The 
stations at present occupied are of two 
kinds, viz., those fixed in important 
towns or villages, where chapels have 
been built, school-houses provided, and 
stated and regular efforts are maintained 
for the religious improvement of the col- 
ored population; as well as institutions 
where separate communities of colored 
people dwell together under the superin- 
tendence of the missionaries, generally 
on lands given by the Government. 

Besides the missionary efforts in Cape 
Town, sustained by the local Auxiliary 
Society there, and the stations which 
have been temporarily occupied in the 
colony, and those in which the work has 
been transferred to other hands, the fol- 
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lowing stations remain connected with 
the Society :— 

Kat River, ned 1820, by Mr. J. Read, sen, 
Port Elizabeth, “ Is), by Mr. Atkinson, 
to Mepotate, j air. Hood. 

Connected with these, which may be 
termed principal stations, are smaller 
places more or less distant, some of them 
important, as Matzies Reviere, associated 
with Dysalsdorp ; French Hack, and 
Drakensteen, near Paarl. All are visited 
by the missionaries, and in some there is 
a resident schoolmaster. 

Graaf Reinet, the earliest Dutch settle- 
ment in the eastern provinces, was the 
first station occupied by the Society with- 
in the colony. Halting here on his way 
to Caffreland in 1709, Dr. Vanderkemp 
received much hospitality and kindness 
from the authorities and the clergymen 
of the Dutch church. After the failure 
of his mission to Gaika, he returned to 
Graaf Reinet early in 1801, where the in- 
vitation he had received to become the 
minister of the Dutch church was repeat- 
ed, but declined, though he preached in 
the church to the Dutch, and also to the 
natives, first in the churchyard, and then 
in the building itself. This gave offence 
to a number of Boers, then in a state of 
insurrection, and who afterwards attack- 
ed the settlement. 

Throughout the long season of disorder 
and conflict which ensued, the missiona- 
ries continued their labors among the 
people. Some appeared sincere converts ; 
among them, a slave woman, whom Dr. 
Vanderkemp wished to baptize ; but as a 
Dutch law prohibited the sale of a bap- 
tized slave to any but a baptized master, 
thus limiting the number of persons who 
would be eligible to purchase the slave, 
her master refused to allow her to be 
baptized. 

Dr. Vanderkemp soon afterwards left ; 
but Mr. Vanderlingen continued to labor 
among the people of color, until the col- 
ony was restored to the Dutch, when the 
proclamation already noticed, requiring 
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every missionary to remove to a distance 
of three days’ journey from any estab- 
lished church, forced him from the place. 
He afterwards became chaplain to ‘ The 
Cape Mounted Rifles,’ and for many 
years faithfully preached the gospel to 
these Hottentot soldiera. Serious difficul- 
ties obliged Mr. Kitcherer in 1807 to re- 
move from Namaqualand to Graaf Reinet, 
when he became minister of the Dutch 
church. He was followed to his new 
sphere of labor by many of the flock which 
he had gathered in the desert, and for 
whose temporal necessities he now pro- 
vided. He built a chapel in which he 
preached to them and other people of col- 
or, every Lord’s day. In 1811 he estab- 
lished a monthly missionary prayer mcet- 
ing, in which white and colored people 
united; and once in every three months 


those whom he had received into the 
church. 

The first Missionary Conference in 
South Africa,and to which Mr. Kiteherer 
acted as Secretary, assembled here in 
I®14, when, among other proceedings, 
five native brethren were publicly set 
apart to the office and work of evangelists 
among their countrymen, and one of 
them, Waterboer, afterwards the distin- 
guished chief of the Griquas, preached 
on the following evening in the mission 
chapel toa numerous assembly of white 
and colored people. Mr. Vanlingen, who 
had been employed as a missionary by the 
Graaf Reinet Association, was in 1828 
received by the London Society, and sup- 
ported by both, until 1846, when he re- 
tired, and the station was oceupied by 
Mr. Paterson. The efforts of the mission- 
ary were aided most effectually by Mr. 
Murray, the excellent minister of the 
Dutch church; and in 1848, when Mr. 
Merrington labored among the people, a 
new chapel was built, and four years 
afterwards the station was placed under 
the care of Mr. Kitchingman, son of the 
late missionary of Bethelsdorp. 

The numbers of persons of color under 
the influence of the mission, had for many 
yearsamounted to 400 or 500. Attention 
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to religion had revived, and in 1854, it 
became necessary to enlarge the chapel. 
The advance of the children, especially 
the older scholars under the care of Mr. 
Campbell, was encouraging, and the gen- 
eral aspect of the mission full of hope. 
The mission premises, which include 
chapel, school, and minister's bouse, are 
good stone buildings; and, although the 
mission has not been exempt from causes 
of anxiety and trial within itself, and has 
shared, in common with other parts of 
the colony, the afllictive visitations of the 
last sixty years, it has been in many re- 
epects singularly favored. The Govern- 
ment authorities have frequently been 
friendly. The successive clergymen of 
the Established church, together with 
members of their congregations, have co- 


| operated with the missionary in promot- 
he administered the Lord's Supper to | 


ing the religious instruction of the color- 
ed people, some of whom have acquired 
wealth, and have risen to positions of in- 
fluence and public respect in the commu- 
nity. 

In the year 1858, the people, who are 
intelligent, industrious, and prosperous, 
discharged the debt of £500 incurred in 
the enlargement of their spacious chapel, 
and now support their own schools and 
religious institutions, while they aid in 
extending the gospel to others. The 
numbers who have received decisive spir- 
itual benefit at this station, are fewer 
than at some others; but, besides this 
highest result, the good will with which 
the colonists and colored people now re- 
gard each other, the amity with which 
they unite in the service of God, as well 
as in endeavors to propagate the gospel, 
contrasted with the feelings with which 
many of the former regarded the latter at 
the commencement of the mission, and 
with the social and religious advantages 
now enjoyed by the colored people, ex- 
hibit results which demand the liveliest 
gratitude and inspire brightest hopes. 

Paarl, near the opposite limit of the 
colony, and the next station occupied by 
the Society, has presented a somewhat 
similar course, with slightly increased 
spiritual results ; and although the people 
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of color may not have attained equal so- 
cial position with those of the northern 


settlement, they sustain all the means of 


their 
schools are well attended, the congrega- 


their own religious improvement ; 


tions numerous, and 144 believers are 
united in Christian fellowship.— Lond. 
Miss. Chron. 
MISSIONARY COLLEGE AT BASLE, 
SWITZERLAND. 

I visited Basel (Bale), the other day. 

I lodged for the night in the Missionary 


Let me tell you a little 
about this noble institution. 


College there. 
It is purely 
It has eight 
men are 

N 


is received who does not intend to bea 


of a missionary character. 


professors. Ninety-six youn, 


training there for foreign fields. 
missionary. It sustains forty-cight male 
their char- 
We have no 
abler, nor more devoted men in the Enst. 
It also has thirty men in Western Africa, 
and three in China. 
row it sends out fifteen persons by the 


missionaries in India. With 
acter [ am well acquainted, 


Day after to-mor- 


overland route to India, cight ordained 
men and seven ladies. ‘the course of 
study in this Institution occupier six 
years. The students are thoroughly 
drilled in Greck, and Latin, and Hebrew, 
and receive also a partial training in 
English. 1 attended morning prayers, 
First, a 


and was deeply interested, 


hymn was sunz. Sweet were the words, 
They ran something in this Wity 
‘* Now is the true light come, 
And the weary night is gone by.’ 
Tit was melodiously uttered, for German 
Alter the 
professor whose turn it was 


students knuw how to sing. 
hymn, the 
to lead 
He then read out of the annual text-book 


the day, stood up and prayed. 


of the Moravians, the Scripture citation 
for the day, with the verse of a hymn. 
This was followed by a chapter from the 
Then all 


the students arose, and one of their num- 


Bible, and a short exposition. 


ber olfered ah earnest, simple prayer. 
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song, and they dispersed. Since I came 


to Switzerland, | have been over the 
Wengern Alp, and have climbed the 
Gorner Grat, and my eye has rested upon 
landseapes of rare beauty and surpassing 
grandeur; butas 1 stood in the chapel 
of the missionary college at Basle, 

front of those ninety-six disciples of Jesus, 
all of whom have girded their loins for 
carcer among the heathen, [thought 
the sight—heing a spectacle of grace, 
sweet and sublime—far transcended any 
matural landscape on which T bad ever 
guzed, Among those young men were 
Africans. My 
heart yearned toward those dear breth- 


three Hindus, and four 


ren Wao are fitting themselves for labor 
among their countrymen as ordained mis- 
sionaries. As T looked upon these young 
men, | sweetly realized the brotherhood 
that there is in Jesus; and as I witnessed 
the spirit which moved them, my soul 
was moved within me, and IT sighed, and 
thought, When shall we see sueh an In- 
stitution in my own dear land ? 

‘his Missionary lustitaution has been 
very successful, It numbers nineteen 
hundred communicants in India. Les or- 
ivin, too, is worthy of note. In the time 
of the old Napoleonic wars, Basle was 
invested, and threatened with hom)ard- 
ment, One of the pastors of the town 
assembled a few Christians in his house 
ty pray that the impending destruction 
might be averted. The prayer was heard, 
Ouly one shell was thrown into thetown, 
and nothing more was done. The shell 
is still preserved, a memorial of the de- 
liverance, The minister then propored 
that a thank-oilering should be made to 
God for this gracious interposition, This 
met with cordial assent,and some Mame- 
lukes among the Russian troops, which 
shortly after passed through Basle, di- 
rected attention to the heathen world, and 
it was determined that the offering should 
consist in thef ounding of a Missionary 
Institution. This was done, and for many 
years the coll wre thus originated, cduca- 
ted missionaries for other societies ; but 
as it enlarged, it grew itself into a great 


The room rang with a closing vei rse of | missionary society, which has already 
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erected many Christlan churches in 
heathendom. 

The building which I visited is a new 
one, just raised at a cost of 500,000 
franes. It is built of stone, is neat, and 
spacious, having ample accommodations 
for the professors and their families, and 
for all the students. Most of the money 
for it was given by a single individual, a 
citizen of Basle, who was converted a few 
years ago, and who exhibited his joy in 
Christ -by sending immediately 100,000 
francs to the Basle mission, that he might 
help insending the gospel to the heathen, 
This was but his first step. 
mented this early gift by others, and the 


He supple- 


grand editice, the finest in Basle, stands 
there a memorial of his love; for he him- 
self has gone home to heaven. Would 
that some of our wealthy converts in 
America would exhibit a similar liberal- 
ity in the joy of their salvation. Con- 
nected with this great building stand 
two lesser edifices, one of which contains 
the boys, and the other the girls, ent 
home from the missionary families, the 
support and edueation of these children 
being assumed by the Institution.— Rev. 
H. M. Scudder. 


THE GOSPEL IN ITALY. 


For the moment Naples is the centre of 
Bibles by the thou- 
sand are sold in the streets. Mr. Cresi 


religious interest. 


hasestablished evangelical worship. Mr. 
Stewart of Leghorn is there, looking after 
the spiritual interests of English travel- 
lers and Scotch Garibaldians. Mr. Bruce, 
of the London Bible Society, is opening 
depots, and sending colporteurs among 
the ignorant and superstitious popula- 
tions of the main-land, and of the sea- 
coast of Sicily. An immense quantity of 
tracts and Bibles have been forwarded to 
Gavazzi, who is instructing priests, teach- 
ing and preaching in the hospitals of Na- 
ples and Caserta, attending to the wants 
of four thousand wounded volunteers, 
and occupying, with Garibaldi’s permis- 
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sion, the Jesuit College, the Jesuits being 
banished from Naples. 

In Florence there are still four large 
Italian meetings for worship, and a 
steadily increasing sale of Bibles. The 
depots are full of books, the colporteurs 
go their rounds, and the evangelical 
schools hold on a prosperous course. 
The Waldensian College has been open 
during the last month with two profes- 
sors and ten students. Dr. Revel lectures 
on Ecclesiastic: | History and Pastoral 
Theology, while Mr. Geymonat, besides 
preaching to the people, superintends 
the departments of Symbolic and Exe- 
gesis. Baron Rieasoli has warmly receiv- 
ed our Vaudois brethren, and a strong sym- 
pathy is manifesting itself among English 
and Italian Christians. The students occu- 
py their leisure hours in evangelization. As 
yet they are located for Sabbath services 
and week-day prelections in the Scotch 
church ; but you will rejoice to hear that, 
through the exertions of Dr. Stewart, 
and the munificent contributions of several 
merchant princes, they will speedily oceu- 
py more commodious premises. The The- 
vlogical Hall is open to all candidates ies 
for the ministry of the gospel, and is 
likely soon to be joined by a few Tuscan 
converts, Who wish to qualify themselves 
as efficient preachers, and by one or two 
priests and monks, from whom most in- 
teresting letters of application have been 
received. Past experience with regard to 
these latter has not been of a cheering 
nature. A very small percentage turns 
out useful, whether as hewers of wood, 
drawers of water, or occupants of a higher 
povition in the Lord’s vineyard. So : 
much for that terrible system which has ta 
demoralized its employés. Then, again, 
they naturally wish to know how they are 
to be supported when they forsake their 
little all. It is a fact that ex-priests, 
among other strange occupations, are em- 
ployed in posting up the theatre-bills on the 
walls of Turin, in order to gain a pittance. - 
All this is industriously circulated among 
them, as a terror to deserters of sacerdotal F 
functions, While the subject is beset with 
difficulties, it were well that we had a ref- 
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uge for priests in various stages of honest 
conviction and inquiry. We trust that 
God will raise up some shrewd and de- 
voted men, who will make and manage 
an establishment of this kind. [tis most 
encouraging to know that the truth is 
finding access to cloisters and rural par- 
sonages, and that small consignments of 
Bibles and evangelical books are sent for 
these parties under the mystic 
of ** handkerchiets,’’ or ** cakes of soap.’ 


names 
In the present cireumstances of Italy, 
the Waldenses have made the excellent 
arrangement, that any man, proving his 
capacity to the ** Corps des Pasteurs,”’ 
may at once be set apart as a lay agent 
for full missionary labor, without passing 
through the college curriculum, 

The Leghorn and Pisa churches are 
crowded at every diet. Flourishing sta- 
tions have been begun at Calci, and other 
places on the sea-coast, by Mr. Ribetti, 
the Waldensian evangelist, and his as- 
sistants. About one hundred Jews at- 
tend his ministrations. Such an open- 
ing has occurred among them, that a 
special lay missionary devotes his whole 
time to the Jews of Leghorn. The priests, 
who succeeded for a time last spring in 
closing the evangelical worship, and ex- 
iling the preachers, are up in arms. An 
eloquent monk was brought to the Duo- 
mo, and paid most handsomely to launch 
his invectives against Protestantism. — 
Still, Mr. Ribetti’s church was thronged. 
Latterly the priests have set to the work 
themselves, and—a strange thing in Tus- 
cany — preach Sabbath after Sabbath 
against the infidel propagandism, as they 
deem it, of the revival movement. The 
young Vaudois pastor, undaunted, attends 
service in the cathedral, takes notes of the 
arguments employed, and replies the 
same evening in his own chapel to a lis- 
tening multitude. I had the pleasure of 
hearing his discourse a few weeks ago on 
the ** Virgin Mary,?’ than which nothing 
could have been more logical, fervent, or 
impressive. From this you may conceive 
thata spirit of inquiry reigns in Leghorn. 
This also explains the fact, that during 
the last three months a much greater sale 


[February, 


of Bibles, Hebrew and Italian, and of 
controversial and evangelical treatises has 
taken place in Leghorn than in Florence. 

Christian worship has, during the sum- 
mer, been carried on in Bologna, Parma, 
Modena, and Reggio, by Mr. Cresi, who 
has left for Naples, and whose place will 
be taken by another laborer. Dr. De 
Sanctis goes to Genoa to carry on the 
work of Mr. Mazarella, who has com- 
menced his lectures on Philosophy in the 
University of Bologna. Previous to ac- 
cepting the post, Mazzarella asked and 
obtained the fullest permission to carry 
on an evangelical work in Bologna, while 
acting as Professor in this, the first Uni. 
versity of Italy. Mr. Cocurda, who has 
taken such a leading part during the last 
year in the founding of churches, depots, 
schools, &e., in Florence, leaves us shortly 
to enter on similar laborsin Milan. Pro- 
fessor Geymonat, of the Waldensian Col- 
lege, who labored here in the gospel many 
years ago, and was privileged to see the 
fruit of his labors before he was walked 
to the frontiers by gensdarmes and exiled 
from Tuscany, will take charge of Mr. 
The friends of 
Italy will rejoice to observe the activity 


Cocorda’s congregation. 


and progress of the time-honored church 
of the Valleys.— Rev. J. R. M’ Dougal, 
Free Ch. Rec., Dec. 1360. 


THE DAMASCUS MISSION. 


In 1841, the subject of a mission to 
the Jews was brought before the Gener- 
al Assembly of the Trish Presbyterian 
church, It was agreed ** That this As- 
sembly, regarding it to be the duty of 
every Christian church to seek the salva- 
tion of Israel, resolve, by the grace of 
God, immediately to establish a mission 
to the seed of Abraham.’’ In pursuance 
of it, the Irish Presbyterian church agreed 
with the church of Scotland to unite in a 
mission to the Jews in Palestine. The 
former, on the 5th of September, 1842, 
appointed the Rey. William Graham their 
first missionary. He arrived at Beyrout 


on the 22d of December following. In 
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May and June, 1843, the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
son, of Bombay, and Mr. Graham, tray- 
elled through a portion of Palestine and 
Syria, with the view of selecting a site 
for the joint mission, and Damascus was 
chosen as the most important and prom- 
ising field then unoccupied. As a field 
for missionary labor, Damascus did not 
yield in importance to any city in the 
East. It contained a population of about 
5,000 Jews, 20,000 Christians, and 130,- 
000 Moslems. ‘The Christian sects were 
ruled by no less than two patriarchs, 
three bishops, and a whole host of infe- 
rior clergy. There were, besides, two 
large Latin convents and a hospital; 
schools and nunnery were subsequently 
added by the French Sisters of Mercy. 
But, in addition to this, Damascus is the 
gathering point for the great pilgrim 
caravan to Mecca, and is hence called the 
Tloly City,”’ and the Gate of the 


Kaban.’ Thousands of the most influ- 
ential and bigoted Moslems assemble in 
it from year to year, from every part of 
the Mohammedan world. After spending 
a month in the city, they depart through 
the desert, and again return to it on their 
route back. It might be expected, there- 
fore, that could a large and influential 
Protestant church be formed at Damas- 
cus, a mighty impression for good might 
be made on the Moslem mind. The only 
Christianity Moslems have ever known, 
is that of the corrupt eastern churches, 
Of these churches they indignantly say, 
that a woman is their god, and images, 
pictures, and crosses, the only objects of 
their adoration, It is impossible, by 
mere argument, to prove to them their 
error. The evidence of their senses is 
more convincing than any syllogism.— 
But these very circumstances, which make 
Damascus one of the most important ticlds 
for missionary work in Asia, make it also 
one of the most difficult. In addition to 
the combined influence of the Latin, 
Greek, and Syrian hierarchy, it has to sus- 
tain the deadly enmity and fierce opposi- 
tion of the most fanatical Mohammedans 
on the face of the earth. ‘This terrible 
influence has been felt during the whole 


history of the mission, and it has at 
length extinguished it in blood. 

The church vf Scotland appointed the 
Rev. W. A. Allen as the associate of 
Mr. Graham. The two missionaries en- 
tered Damascus on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, 1843, and since that time the mission 
has been uninterruptedly maintained. It 
is somewhat remarkable, as showing the 
spirit of Romanism everywhere, and un- 
der all circumstances, that the very first 
Sunday after their arrival, the monks of 
the Latin convent denounced them from 
the altar, and forbade the people to listen 
to their teaching, receive their books, or 
admit them to their houses. Yet the 
Latin monks were themselves strangers. 
They were themselves missionaries, too ; 
but their mission is always of a negative 
character, its object being to prevent the 
diffusion of light. In 1844, public wor- 
ship was first conducted in the Arabic 
language. A considerable number were 
attracted by curiosity, but soon with- 
drew ; and up till 1846, the average num- 
ber of hearers was not more than five. 
In 1844, the Rev. Smylie Robson joined 
the mission, taking with him a large sup- 
ply of the Seriptures in Hebrew and Ara- 
bie. These were distributed gratuitously, 
and the Jews manifested great eagerness 
to secure copies. During the year 1845, 
the missionaries had much intercourse 
with the Jews, receiving numerous visits 
from them, accepting invitations to their 
houses, and often engaging in long dis- 
cussions on religious topics. 

On the 9th of March, 1846, Doah, a 
Jewish school-master, the son of a learned 
and respectable Rabbi, made open profes- 
sion of faith in the Lord Jesus. This at 
onee excited the whole Jewish popula- 
tion. Doab was. threatened, beaten, and 
imprisoned. Having made his escape, he 
took refuge in the house of one of the 
missionaries. The house was besieged by 
his relatives and friends, who showered 
down curses on the apostate and his de- 
ceivers. They demanded a divorce for 
his wife, first through the English con- 


sul, who declined to interfere, and then 
through the Pasha. The Pasha immedi- 
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ately issued an order for his apprehen- 
sion. Poor Doab was not sufficiently 
strong in the faith to brave such persecu- 
tions as these, and so he left the mission- 
house and returned to his brethren. He 
was subsequently, after giving many evi- 
dences of repentance and faith in a cruci- 
fied Saviour, received into the church hy 
baptism. These events were followed by 
the issuing of a harem in the synagogues, 
which forbade the Jews to converse with 
the missionaries, receive their books, or 
admit them to their houses. This harem 
ever after restricted the intercourse be- 
tween the mission and the Jews. 

In the same year, Yusef Shateela, a man 
of good character, of a respectable fam- 
ily, and teacher in one of the Greek 
schools, applied to be received as a Prot- 
estant. Such applications had often been 
made before; but generally by ignorant 
persons, and always for some worldly ob- 
ject. Shateela’s case was altogether dif- 
ferent. He was a man of considerable 
education, had given much attention to 
the subject of religion, and seemed fully 
aware of the errors of the Greek church. 
His intercourse with the missionaries and 
freedom of speech soon drew on him the 
suspicions of his brethren. One day, in 
the beginning of 1847, two men, armed 
with sticks, suddenly entered his school, 
charged him with having become English, 
and beat him severely. He ran into the 
street, and was rescued by some Moslems, 
A short time afterwards, the Greeks dis- 
missed him from his employment. He 
now offered his services to the missiona- 
ries as a schoolmaster; a school was 
thereupon opened, and the number of 
pupils increased in a few weeks to nearly 
thirty. On seeing this, the Greek and 
Latin clergy denounced the school in their 
churches, and pronounced a curse on all 
who should send their children. The 
Christian boys were consequently removed 
from it ; but a number of Jewish and Mos- 
lem boys took their place. A few Chris- 
tians gradually came back, so that on Ist 
November there were altogether in at- 
tendance thirty-six Jews, six Moslems, 
and three Christians. 


[February, 


The church of Scotland having with- 
drawn her missionaries, the Rev. James 
Barnette and Dr. Paulding, a medical 
missionary from the Associate Reformed 
Chureh of the United States, settled in 
Damaseus, and united themselves with 
the Presbyterian mission. 

Owing to the continued and bitter op- 
position of the Greek and Latin clergy, 
and also to the removal of some of the 
missionaries, and the illness of others, 
the progress of missionary work was very 
slow. The school, however, was still 
well attended, and large numbers ot 
Bibles, Testaments, and religious books 
were sold and distributed. 

The close of the year 1848 was marked 
by an event of importance. A dispute 
arose hetween the Catholic Patriarch and 
a portion of his flock, a nu:nber of whom 
in consequence ceased to attend his 
church. Among them was Mikhail Me- 
shakah, a physician of high family, great 
influence, and extensive learning. His 
acute and inquiring mind had long pre- 
viously led him to see the gross supersti 
tions of the Oriental churches ; and being 
ignorant of the Bible, he had practically 
rejected Christianity, though still contin- 
uing in profession a Catholic. Whilst in 
this state of scepticism, an Arabic trans- 
lation of ** Keith on the Prophecies’’ fell 
into his hands, and a perusal of it con- 
vinced him that the Bible is truly the 
** Word of God.’’ Intercourse with the 
missionaries, and a more careful perasa) 
of Scripture, prepared him for a decided 
course in the dispute with the patriarch. 
He openly declared his conviction that 
the Romish church had fatally corrupted 
Christ’s gospel, and he consequently pro- 
fessed Protestantism. This step led to a 
controversy between him and the Patri- 
arch. It was conducted in writing ; and 
the latter, finding himself unable to refute 
the arguments, meet the heavy charges, or 
reply to the stinging sarcasms of his fov- 
midable antagonist, withdrew from the 
field. Meshakah, however, persevered, 
and wrote a small treatise on different 
points of doctrine and practice in the 
church of Rome. It was published at 
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Beyrout, and has since been sold and cir- 
culated by hundreds. The connection of 
such aman with the Protestant mission 
could not fail to produce a great sensa- 
tion. Far in advance of his fellow-citi- 
zens in learning, possessing a clear and 
sound judgment, a keen power of satire, 
an extensive knowledge of the lives and 
morals of the clergy, and wielding a 
ready pen, he became a successful cham- 
pion of the truth, and a dreaded enemy 
of Popery and superstition in every form. 
He has been since anathematized, perse- 
cuted, and slandered ; repeated attempts 
have been made to force him back by 
threats, and to draw him back by prom- 
ises and bribes; but they have all been 
invain. Amid trials of no ordinary kind, 
extending over a period of eleven years, 
he has given evidence by the purity of 
his life, by zeal for his Master's work, by 
suffering for his Master's sake, that the 
truth has not only enlightened his mind, 
but that the Spirit of God has renewed 
his heart. 

In 1849, an attempt was made to send 
the gospel among the members of the an- 
cient Syrian chureh. In the village of 
Kurzetein, about fifty miles from Damas- 
cus, on the road to the Palmyra, there is 
a little Syrian community. A deacon of 
that church having applied to the mis- 
sionaries for instruction, was after some 
time sent to Kurzetein. He opened a 
school, succeeded in obtaining a number 
of pupils; but the Catholic clergy inter- 
fered, excited the enmity of the Moslem 
governor, and had the school closed. 
The Syrians of Sudud, fifteen miles dis- 
tant from the former, were subsequently 
visited by the missionaries, and a few 
Bibles distributed among them. They 
expressed a desire for a school, but no 
teacher could then be obtained. 

During the summer of this year a 
greater interest began to be manifested in 
Damascus to hear a preached gospel ; and 
as many as sixty adults sometimes attend- 
ed the Arabic services. Some among 
these soon began to show that this gospel 
is the ** power of God unto salvation.” 
From this time onwards, every depart- 


ment of the missionary work continued 
slowly but steadily to advance. 

The demand for books and tracts con- 
tinued to increase ; a shop was opened in 
the ‘street called Straight,’’? and sup- 
plied with copies of the Scripture and 
religious works in no less than eight dif- 
ferent languages. This shop was visited, 
and books were purchased by men from 
almost every province of Western Asia. 
Some Bibles bought here found their way 
to Persia and the mountains of Kurdis- 
tan ; some were carried into the Arabian 
desert ; while great numbers were dissem- 
inated through the city, and among the 
villages of Anti-Libanus and Hauran. 
Every sect and class—Moslems as well as 
Christians—were among the purchasers. 
The circulation of the Scriptures, and the 
occasional tours of the missionaries, car- 
ried the gospel far beyond the walls of 
Damascus. In 1852, an urgent request 
was made by a few earnest inquirers in 
the town of Hums, that a station should 
be opened there. Hums is the ancient 

imesa ; it contains a population of about 

20,000, 7,000 of whom belong to the 
Greek church. A young native of great 
zeal and promise was sent to commence 
the work. His labors were attended with 
some success; but, his health failing, he 
was obliged to withdraw, and the place 
was subsequently occupied by the Bey- 
rout mission. 

At the eastern base of Anti-Libanus, 
about forty miles north of Damascus, 
there lies a group of four large villages, 
two of which, Yabrud and Kara, were 
the seats of bishoprics in the early ages of 
Christianity. Each of these villages con- 
tains a considerable Christian community. 
After being frequently visited by the mis- 
sionaries, it was at length determined to 
occupy them permanently, and Jibran 
Shehady, who had formerly been in Hums, 
took up his residence in Yabrud. At 
this time the Rev. Jules Ferretti, a French 
Dominican monk, who had been sent 
from Rome to take charge of the Latin 
convent at Mosul, renounced the errors 
of Popery, and was cordially received as 
an assistant by the missionaries at Da- 
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maseus. After spending some months in 
the city, he was removed to Nebk, one of 
the villages above referred to. A little 
congregation of more than thirty was soon 
collected in Nebk, and another equally 
numerous in the neighboring village of 
Deir Atiyeh. Flourishing schools were 
also established in both. 
the mission ere long excited the bitter en- 
mity and opposition of the priests. The 
Protestants were accused of seditivn ; 
they were fined, imprisoned, and beaten ; 
and the Popish bishop of the district 
threatened that should M. Ferretti ever 
enter the village, he would have him 
shot. So violent was the opposition thus 
raised, and so excited did the whole com- 
munity become, that the mission agent 
was obliged to withdraw, and the school 
was closed. Many of the people, how- 
ever, continued to visit Nebk for the pur- 
pose of receiving instruction. Here and 
at Yabrad the number of inquirers greatly 
increased ; and so promising did the field 
become, that, in 1859, the Rev. Mr. 
Crawford took up his residence in the 
latter place, where his labors continued 
to be blessed, until the recent outbreak 
drove him and his flock from house and 
home, and left the Christian quarters of 
all these villages heaps of blackened ruin. 
A few days before the recent massacre 
in Syria, all the missionaries, except Mr. 
Graham and Mr. and Mrs. Robson, had 
escaped to Beyrout. Mr. Robson thus 
describes the fate of the remainder, and 
the fearful end of the mission-work in 
Damascus: ** At our last communion in 


The success of 


the native church, twelve males — ten 
natives, Mr. Graham, and myself —sat 
down to the Lord’s table. Of these, two 
had left the city. Of the remaining ten, 
four, including Mr. Graham, were mur- 
dered, two were wounded, and four are 
safe. One of the men killed on the 8th 
instant was a Protestant. He was not 
himself a communicant, but two of his 
daughters are. All the Protestants — 
communicants, non-communicants, and 
missionaries, except myself—lost every- 
thing they had. Dr. Meshahah was very 
dangerously wounded, almost killed, but 
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is now recovering. 
ises, 
plundered and burned. 
of ruins. 


Our mission prem- 
church, school-rooms, &e., were 
They are a heap 
They were in the midst of a 
crowded Christian population ; now they 
are surrounded by a desert, into which a 
Christian ventures only at the risk of 
his life. . . . Qureemetery, which we 
had so mach difficulty in obtaining, and 
so much difliculty in preserving, did not 
escape. The gate was broken open, and 
all the tombstones of the members of the 
mission, and two nice monuments erected 
over travellers who died there, were either 
broken or carried away. . . . The people 
for whom we have been laboring with 
much toil and many prayers are murdered 
For the 
presentour mission is well-nigh annihilat- 

Sad, terrible, unprecedented calamities 
have thus come upon Syria and its mis- 
sions. But the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth! The night of sorrow may be 
very dark, and it may be very long ; but 
the morning of joy will yet dawn, and the 
Sun of Kighteousness will assuredly ** arise 
with healing on his wings.’’—Scoftish 
Record. 


NARRATIVE BY A RAROTONGAN 
EVANGELIST. 


Na Akatangi, a Rarotongan evangelist, 
the author of the following narrative, with 
his two associates, was the first to hazard his 
life for the sake of the Lord Jesus on the 
blood-stained shores of Eromanga, after the 
murder of Williams and Harris; and God gra- 
ciously rewarded their faith and courage, by 
preserving their lives while in the hands of 
these savage and benighted islanders. When 
compelled, though with reluctance, to leave 
the island, Na Akatangi proceeded to Lifu, 
and was there honored by God, with his fel- 
low laborer Paoo, to convey the first rays of 
heavenly light to the numerous population of 
that dark island. By their zealous and _ per- 
severing labors, they succeeded in diffusing 
Christian education both among the children 
and adults, and bringing many of the natives 
to the knowledge and enjoyment of salvation 
by the gospel. For several years they con- 
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tinued, with other native laborers, the only 
Christian teachers on Lifu; and God largely 
vouchsafed his blessing to their humble exer- 


tions. 


“1 thank God that it has been my 
privilege to know his salvation! My 
forefathers are dead; they never knew 
this great salvation which has been grant- 
ed me to know. 

«+ Now I greatly desire to continue in 
the work in which 1 am engaged; not, 
indeed, that I seek reward for doing so, 
but because I, even 1, know the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus the Lord. Have 
I not a sufficient reward in that I am 
enabled to give myself to the work of God 
in this distant land? And my intention 
is never to return again to the land of 
my birth, but to die in this the work of 
God. 

‘+ 1t was in the month of March, 1852, 
that I left my own land (Rarotonga), and 
in the missionary ship proceeded to Ero- 
manga. We arrived there in the month 
of May. The ship was anchored, and 
the missionaries began to consider and 
consult as to my being left upon this is- 
land. I was only waiting for their con- 
sent and sanction. They arranged that 
my companion, Vaa, should also accom- 
panyme. * * * 

must detail the particulars of our 
visit to the land. We were three, Vaa, 
Mana (a native of Eromanga), and my- 
self. Assoon as we landed on the beach, 
we were surrounded by a great number 
of the natives, who eagerly asked Mana 
who we were, and for what purpose we 
had come, As soon as Mana interpreted 
to me what they had said, I earnestly 
told him that he should say,‘ We are 
come to make known to you the words of 
everlasting life from the ever-living God.’ 
This Mana told them, and they immedi- 
ately asked, *‘ Where is your God? Show 
us your God.’ My reply to them was, 
‘God is in the heavens, and the whole 
earth is full of his glory.’ They then 
turned their faces toward the heavens 
and sneeringly said, ‘There is no God 
there.’ 

** After this we were led by a chief to 
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his house, who gave us some food. We 
praised God for his great mercy toward 
us, in that we had been so well received, 
and the ferocity of the lion, that is to 
say, the savage nature of these savage 
people had been restrained, and we had 
suffered no harm. As evening drew on, 
we were led to another house to sleep for 
the night. My companion, Vaa, propos- 
ed that we should have prayer. I con- 
sented, but at the same time my heart 
became fearful and trembled within me. 
I sought to have confidence in God, that 
He would watch and guard us that night. 
We sang a hymn in our own language, 
and I offered up a prayer; but | did not 
close iny eyes when [ prayed, because I 
was looking at the natives, who had come 
into the house and were gathered around 
us. They also knelt down and put their 
faces to the earth during all the time I 
offered prayer, and when I concluded 
they all arose and said to each other, 
‘atumai, atumai,’ which means, ‘ it is 
good, it is good.’ 

**T felt much delighted. Is not the 
Does it not 
strengthen and console us? Then we be- 
gan to speak to them about the word of 
God. Mana interpreted what we said to 
them in their own language. They were 


goodness of God great? 


not weary, but appeared to listen very 
attentively until we retired to rest. 

‘*In the dawn of day we again assem- 
bled for prayer, rejoicing in the Divine 
love and protection which we had realized 
during the night. It is of the Lord’s 
mercies that we are not consumed. We 
again spoke to the natives respecting 
God, his works and his word. After 
that, we returned on board the vessel, 
and made all the arrangements to have 
our boxes and packages taken on shore; 
for here we had determined to live and 
labor for God. * * * 

‘¢ After I had been some time in these 
parts of Eromanga, I went to another 
district, hoping to make known the word 
of God; but then my wife, my child, and 
myself, all of us becoming very ill, we 
removed to Lifu ; and there I became as- 
sociated with my friend Paoo in the vil- 
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lage named ‘We.’ We then formed 
schools for the children and for the adults. 
The adults assemble very early in the 
morning of every day, and the children 
after the adults are dismissed. This is 
the daily exercise in which we are engag- 
ed, and we have been glad because they 
have gained the knowledge of their let- 
ters, and are able to put them together 
and to form the syllables, and some of 
them can read very large (difficult) 
words. They know the word of God, 
and we have arrange2 the schools, &c., 
in classes. We have seventeen classes— 
nine classes for men, and eight classes for 
women, and there are about thirty indi- 
viduals in each class. 

** We have made a selection of some to 
instruct them how to write; and we, 
having no slates, use strips of wood, and 
I am glad to say that many can now 
write. When the younger children saw 
this part of our instruction, they were 
also anxious to gain it; and went and got 
for themselves strips and logs of wood 
upon which they could write ; and I told 
them that burnt wood or charcoal would 
do very well for pens and pencils. O 
my brethren, great indeed is my love and 
compassion for these poor people; and I 
call to mind what I have heard, that 
your houses in (Beritane) Britain are 
covered with slates; you use slates as 
thatch. I told these people so. ‘ Ah,’ 
said they, ‘that is the reason they have 
not sent us any slates; they tabu them 
for the thatch of their own houses!’ 
There are many who frequently come to 
inquire into the meaning of certain parts 
of God’s word; and they often say to me, 
‘By whom have you been instructed, 
that you and the Rarotongans are able 
to do the work you do, not only in teach- 
ing, but in the works of your own hands?” 
My reply has been, ‘Our fathers from 
Britain have taught us all these things.’ 
And then they ask again, ‘ Will a mis- 
sionary from Britain come to us and live 
with us here?’ And I reply, * Yes, per- 
haps soon some will come.’ * * * 

‘** Now all those districts which were 
formerly heathen and enemies, are in 
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peace. The two principal chiefs are 
dead, and the people (in their respective 
districts) are desirous to have each one 
his own teacher. 

‘* There are some districts still oppos- 
ed, And now [ havea thought respecting 
this matter; it has grown in my own 
heart. I am willing to go and live in 
the midst of them; if I am killed, [am 
killed—if Tam to live, T shall live—God 
will preserve me. [I made known this, 
my opinion, to my companions Paoo and 
Hakorua, and as [ took my farewell of 
them, I said to them: * The time has 
fully come that they should know the 
words of everlasting life. I am willing 
and ready to go. My 
wife for the present can remain here with 
Paoo.’ went, and as I arrived in the 
midst of them, they looked with very an- 
gry eyes upon me. [remained there one 
Sabbath, and during that time no one ven- 
tured to come near to me. After that 
time there was a general gathering of the 
people to turn me out of their village. I 
then addressed them and said; * You must 
not turn me away; I will remain here 


Let me go alone. 


in the midst of you as a witness against 
you, and for God.’ They replied, * No; 
go back—go away, and return to your 
own land.’ T said, ‘I will not go; my 
compassion towards you is very great, 
betause you do not know the name of 
After a little while they left me, 
and gave me no further molestation. 
Now in this very place the kingdom of 
Christ has been made known and is grow- 
ing. I should think that there are forty 
men who have made profession to believe 
in the word of God, and about as many 
women; and many children come to 
school. 

‘*Tsend you the idol god of their late 
chief Arakutini. He and his younger 
brother are dead. This god was their 
god—their wives gave it to me. The 
stone is the great god, and he is called 
* Ultineken¢é.’ They were accustomed to 
worship him by placing before him large 
presents of food, thinking that by so 
doing they should receive abundance of 
food in their plantations, and that this 


Jesus.’ 
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god would always preserve the life of the 
king. But could he s0 bless or save 
them? Alas! these two chiefs have died 
without the knowledge of Jesus ; but 
their wives have professed to believe in 
Him. 

‘« My brethren and fathers! Blessings 
rest upon you! It is my resolve, God 
helping me, to continue in the work in 
which I am now engaged. I now reside 
in the district of Gaicha, and the word of 
God is growing and spreading here. And 
when it is fully established here, I am 
ready and willing to go to another dis- 
trict to make known the word of God to 
my fellow immortals.’’— Lond. Miss. 
Mag. 


NECESSITY AND CERTAIN SUCCESS OF 
THE GOSPEL. 


The heathen have not the gospel, nor 
ean they obtain it, unless it be carried to 
them. It will not spring up from the 
soil; it will not be sent to them from 
Heaven. There will be no new or further 
revelation to the children of men ; nor 
ean they discover its truths by their own 
reasonings. Being without the knowl- 
edge which the gospel alone imparts, 
they are hopelessly lost. It is important 
that we should have our minds fully and 
deeply impressed with this melancholy 
and alarming truth. The practical un- 
belief of it is very prevalent, and occa- 
sions listlessness on this subject, and the 
want of missionary zeal and exertion. 

Many will not believe that all who are 
without the gospel must be lost. They 
cherish a secret impression that, in some 
way, the heathen may be saved without 
the gospel. Some, as an excuse for their 
neglect of them, willingly persuade them- 
selves that this is possible. Without at- 
tempting to pry into the secret counsels 
of God, or indulging in our own conjec- 
tures of what God may do with the heath- 
en, we must confine ourselves to his Word 
as the only source of our knowledge and 
the only rule of our faith on this subject. 
Here we learn that, whilst they will not 


be condemmed for their unbelief, yet they 
are condemned. ‘ They that sin without 
law shall perish without law.’’ Having 
been left without a revelation, or rather 
having sinned it away, they are a law 
unto themselves, and are without excuse. 
They do not use the light which they 
have. They do not attain the knowledge 
of the invisible things of God, which they 
might acquire from the things which are 
seen. As they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, they were given up 
to a reprobate mind. There has never 
been a single instance in which a heathen 
has attained a knowledge of. the true 
God and has been saved from his sins, 
without the gospel. ‘If our gospel be 
hid, it is hid to them that are lost.’’ 
This is true universally. If from any 
cause, whether among ourselves or among 
the heathen, the gospel be notapprehend- 
ed and appreciated, if it be not believed 
and obeyed by any, they must be lost ; 
they are left in their sins under condem- 
nation, to perish eternally. ‘* The name 
of Jesus is the only name given under 
heaven among men whereby we can be 
saved.’’ The Saviour hath said, ‘‘ This 
is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.’’ The heathen are without 
this knowledge. It is written also, 
‘* Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.’’ ‘ There shall in no wise enter 
into his kingdom any thing that defil- 
eth, or worketh abomination, or mak- 
eth a lie.’’ Has there ever been a holy 
heathen ; or is there one holy person any- 
where among those who either have not 
the gospel or have rejected it? At the 
same time it is universally true, and will 
be to the end of time, that ‘* Whosvever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. low, then, shall they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in Him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher? and how shall 
they preach except they be sent?’’ There- 
fore have we been required to preach the 
gospel to every creature ; and we are re- 
quired to do it out of regard to our God, 
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that we may honor Him, and make Him 


known to others, who may unite with us 


in vindicating his dealings with the chil- 
dren of men, and secure to Him the glory 
which is due unto his name. LHe asks, 
‘© Tf be a father, where is mine honor? 
if I be a master, where is my fear?’? 
Not only is He not known among the 
heathen, not only does He not receive the 
tribute of praise which is due unto Him 
from the immense mass of immortal 
minds which He has created, but his 
name is blasphemed among them. 
misrepresented, vilified, and dishonored. 
What evidence do we give that we are his 
disciples, or that we love Him, if we care 
not for this state of things, if we disobey 
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enjoyed through the gospel, is, that we 
should impart them to others,—that we 


_ should do good with them to our fellow- 


men, 
Now, the great encouragement we 
have to engage in this work, and which 


| precludes every excuse for its neglect, is 


He is | 


his last and parting command, or if we | 


manifest no zeal or jealousy for his hon- | 


or,—if we simply pray, Hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, and do nothing 
to make Him known or to extend his 
kingdom? Besides, do we owe Him noth- 
ing for the gift of his Son to be our Sa- 
Have 
we no sympathy for the heathen, who 
are members of the same human fumily 
with us? 


viour, for the gospel of his grace? 


The return required of us for 


our distinguished benefits, conferred and 


It is nota 
We are not called to 
fight uncertainly, as men beating the air. 
Our work of faith and labor of love for 
the heathen in the 
Lord. This certainty is founded on the 
covenant transaction between the Father 
and the Son. God the Father gave a 
people to the Son, to be redeemed by Him ; 
as the Son declared in his intercessory 
prayer: “ Thine they were, and thou 
gavest them me.’’ The Son has complied 
with the terms on which the promises of 
that covenant were made, and can claim 
their fulfilment. Having made his soul 
an offering for sin, He shall see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied; He 
shall see his seed. ‘* The earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord ;”’ « all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.’’ The 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.—Dr. 
Phillips. 


the certainty of its success. 
Utopian scheme. 


vannot be in vain 


OTHER MISSIONS. 


AGRA. 

** In reference to Agra, I informed you 
some time ago of the baptism of twelve 
natives and three Europeans. 


{ 


The for- | 


mer twelve were nearly all converts from | 


heathenism, and had been receiving in- 


struction from myselfand Bernard for sev- | 


eral months. Three other Europeans, 
and about the same number of natives, 


ought to have been proposed last month, | 


but my absence at Chitoura prevented, | 


One brahmin has been a daily visitant at 
my house for some time past, and I think 
I never saw any one more earnest than he. 
He is of very respectable family ; yet when 
he first came to me, he could not read. 


| 
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He has, however, learned to read, and 
really seems to think, and care,and speak, 
of nothing but Jesus Clirist and his re- 
ligion. He often neglects his food, as I 
am informed, to read the Seriptures ; and 
one day on coming to me he said, ‘O, 
sir, I feel just like a thirsty man who has 
Ile has 
been very urgently requesting baptism, 


found a spring of fresh water.’ 


and I hope to baptize him and one or two 
other natives this month.”’ 

The work so auspiciously begun among 
the soldiers of the British army in India 
Its import- 
ant bearing on our missionary work can- 
not be overlooked. Often have mission- 


continues to make progress. 
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‘ 
4 


1861.] 


aries had to complain of the pernicious 
example of Europeans, and to mourn 
over the stumbling-block cast in the way 
of the heathen’s perception of the truth 
and beauty of the gospel. The removal 
of the obstacle in any manner is in itself 
an advantage; much more when our 
countrymen become fellow-helpers, as 
converted soldiers have often been in days 
gone by. In Agra, Sir Henry Havelock 
was the first to found a church of soldiers. 
From his labors sprang the Cantonmont 
chapel and the Christian community 
which for many years has occupied it. 
The works of this eminent man continue 
to follow him, and the army which his 


virtues and courage adorned still yields | 


converts to Christ. Under date of June 
6th, Mr. Gregson writes in the London 
Missionary Herald : 

‘* Last Sunday, the 28th inst., I had 
the pleasure of baptizing three more sol- 
diers, making a total of twenty-two Eu- 
ropeans baptized in the Cantonment chap- 


el since the commencement of the year. 


We had a fall chapel. I did not see 
hal@a-dozen vacant seats, although this 
year we have had eighty additional seats 
added to 
baptisms of soldiers that we have had of 


the chapel. The numerous 


late has become a topic of general re- 
mark, 

** The good work goes on, and I trust 
will go on; and, from what I see and can 
learn, I believe there is a widespread 
spirit of inquiry among the soldiers here 
—those of the Rifle Brigade especially ; 
and I sometimes almost venture to hope 
that it may, ere long, appear in a general 
religious awakening. 

** The change in the conduct of many 
who have joined us has been most strik- 
ing, and has deeply affected their com- 
rades, who attend the chapel in larger 
numbers thanever. Nearly ali who at- 
tend with us were formerly Dissenters, a 
considerable number having been aceus- 
tomed to attend Baptist chapels. With- 
out any special inquiry, | can count up 
ten of the latter class alone. But, what- 
ever else they may have been, they were, 
80 far as I know, all without Christ up 
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to the time of their first coming to our 
chapel.”’ 

Mr. Gregson intimates that he had _re- 
ceived an invitation to visit Lahore, to 
baptize some candidates, and to advise 
with the friends on the organization of 
a church, 
~ Of some of the results of these labors 
Mr. Giregson gives an interesting resumé, 
in a letter dated July 12th. <A soldier 
who had left Agra for a distant station 
writes to say that he has collected about 
fifteen men to read the Scriptures and 
pray together in his new abode. <An- 
other, baptized in 1858, is now usefully 
employed as a Seripture-reader in a regi- 
ment in India. One had died, leaving 
behind the most pleasing evidence of his 
humble, but hearty and exclusive depend- 
ence upon a crucified Redeemer ; while 
others, in distant places, are honoring 
This 


work, if neglected by our missionary, 


the gospel by a consistent life. 


would remain undone, so ill-adapted is 
the chaplainey system of the army to 
meet the spiritual needs of the men. 

Of his visit to Lahore, Mr. Gregson 
gives us the following interesting ac- 
count 

‘** | have recently returned from Lahore, 
where I went at the request of sume ten 
Baptist friends, all of whom were former- 
ly connected with the Baptist church, 
Agra. I went to baptize, and also to 
advise with the friends on the steps to be 
taken, should baptism again have to be 
administered. Mr. Broadway went over 
about a month before me, and baptized 
four believers. 
others applied, and the friends then re- 


Just after his departure 


quested my help. 
I spent about ten days 


lt was a very pleasant 
visit for me. 
there, and preached nine times ; baptized 
five candidates, and administered the 
Lord’s Supper.”’ 

Respecting the native work, Mr. Greg- 
son writes as follows : 

‘** Since returning from Lahore I have 
been able to resume my bazaar and village 
preaching, which, owing to heat and 
bodily debility, I had been obliged to 
neglect for several previous weeks. Our 
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congregations are good as ever, and the 
people hear well; but no deep or anxious 
concern is manifested to become acquaint- 
ed with the truth. Nor do they court a 
closer acquaintance with us personally. 
I have three inquirers who visit me daily ; 
they have come from a distance. I men- 
tioned the baptism of four natives several 
months ago. Two were men of very re- 
spectable family and high caste— one 
being a brahmin, the other a Thakoor, 
whose family holds land under govern- 
ment. The latter I have appointed col- 
porteur. Some two months ago I gave 
him a lot of gospels and tracts to sell. 
He made off to his own village, on foot, 
some 120 or 150 miles distant. He not 
only sold his tracts, &c., but he began to 
tell the people what he knew about 
Jesus Christ and the way of salvation. 
He appears to have created quite a com- 
motion, in his own village especially. 
Fourteen men, he states, were wishful to 
accompany him here, to learn more about 
the way oftlife ; but had not the means of 
supporting themselves away from home. 
However, four did come with him. One 
is a mere youth, and appears to have 
come with an elder relative ; the other 
three are fine, young-looking men. One 
of the three has been waylaid and taken 
from us. Many who have come to us to 
inquire further about religion, especially 
when of high caste, have on the way been 
drawn from us. The other three are still 
with us, and the eldest pays much atten- 
tion to our instructions. May God gra- 
ciously open the hearts of them all to at- 
tend to the things spoken.” 

Lond. Miss. Herald. 


CHINA. 


The Rev. H. V. Rankin writes as fol- 
lows, under date of August 28, 1860, at 
Ningpo : 

Four of the pupils of our Female 
Boarding School, whose examination had 
been fully sustained, and whose conduct 
for some time past has given good evi- 
dence that they are born again, were last 
Sabbath admitted to the church. Dur- 
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ing this month our meetings have been 
frequent ; and there are now eight or ten 
others at Ningpo, chiefly belonging to 
the two schools, of whom we hope very 
well, but whose applications for baptism 
have been deferred, in order to test their 
character further. At Bao-ko-tah there 
are two or three earnest inquirers, be- 
sides some others who come frequently 
for instruction, and who, but for the op- 
position thrown in their way, would be 
ready to place themselves under the di- 
rect teaching of our assistants. 

A letter has just arrived from Sanpoh, 
stating that there is increased interest in 
all their stations there. I have never in 
my missionary life had so much to do in 
the way of conversing with inquirers. 
This is due in part to the circumstance of 
my acting as pastor to the church; but 
notaltogether. Still we feel that the work 
here has only begun. 

I have mentioned that others in the 
school had applied for baptism; and I 
may further add that more than half the 
pupils are nowin a tender frame of mind, 
and frequently come of their own accord 
to converse on the subject of religion. 
One interesting case is the older sister of 
our dear departed pupil Sui-ing, who has 
come to us since her sister’s death, and 
is learning to read, and seems eager to 
know more about Jesus. She is married, 
but her hushand left her many years ago, 
and she has since been residing with her 
mother. The girls too in our day-school 
in the city, though all very young, give 
us much pleasure by their faithfulness 
in study and by their attention to reli- 
gious truth.—For. Miss. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


A letter from Mr. Smith, dated Hono- 
lulu, October 26, and published in the 
Journal of Missions,”’ gives cheering 
intelligence respecting a work of grace on 
the island of Oahu. ‘ The work com- 
menced nearly a year ago, in the district 
of Kaneohe, at the station of Rev. B. W. 
Parker. But about the first of May, the 
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cloud of merey moved down the north 
side of the island to the district of Han- 
ula, where Rev. M. Kuaea, a native 
preacher, is located. About a hundred 
were hopefully converted there in a few 
In July Mr. Kuaea made a 
preaching tour of Oahu, accompanied by 


weeks.”’ 


several deacons ; and * the blessing of God 
accompanied them during their tour of 
two weeks.’? ‘* Their meetings in this 
city,’’ Mr. Smith says, were very much 
blessed, and we began to feel that the 
Spirit of God was verily among us. 
From that time to the present, we have had 
a precious work of grace at all the Protes- 
tant stations on Oahu. More than a 
hundred backsliders have been reclaimed, 
three-fourths of whom were from other 
islands. Over two hundred have been re- 
ceived to the several churches. Probably 
five hundred are now propounded for ad- 
mission on the first Sabbath in January, 
1861 ; and more than five hundred others 
are indulging hope that they are the 
children of God. 

‘* This revival has made sweeping work 
among the hulu folks, concerning whom 
so many hard things have been said and 
written. Many of the Mormons and 
Catholics now attend our meetings regu- 
larly. We are making an effort to get 
a class of four or five graduates from 
Lahainaluna, to study theology with Mr. 
Bishop. There isa great demand for 
more laborers; and some of our gradu- 
ates, and also some of our church lunas, 
or deacons, render much assistance in our 
weekly mectings, and are very efficient in 
visiting from house to house, and in mak- 
ing tours of the island.’’ 


RAROTONGA. 


Among all the islands of the South 
Pacific into which the blessings of Chris- 
tianity have been introduced by the 
agents of the London Missionary Society, 
none is invested with greater interest 
than Rarotonga, the chief island of the 
Hervey group. The introduction of the 
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gospel by Papeiha, the heroic Raiatean 
evangelist who hazarded his life among 
the ignorant and infuriated natives whom 
he sought to save—the subsequent entire 
abolition of idolatry—and the progress- 
ive increase and consolidation of the 
church of Christ—are facts upon which 
every Christian mind must dwell with 
wonder and delight. The present moral 
and religious condition of the people 
presents an aspect perhaps unequalled on 
any spot of the same limited extent on 
the face of the globe. The entire popu- 
lation scarcely amounts to three thousand 
souls ; and of these, it will be seen from 
the subsequent report of the Rev. George 
Gill, that nearly half of the adults are in 
fellowship with the church of Christ ; 
nearly another third, consisting of the 
juvenile classes, are receiving useful and 
religious instruction in the schools. The 
contributions of the islanders for the sup- 
partand furtherance of the gospel for the 
last year amounted to £135; and the 
number of evangelists educated in the In- 
stitution, and sent forth in the service of 
Christ, has exceeded 200 individuals. 
These are blessed realities, demanding 
thankfulness to the God of all grace, 
whose power and mercy have triumphed 
over these former victims of ignorance, 
degradation, and cruelty, and have raised 
them to the dignity of men, and the 
purity and happiness of his own children. 

Rarotonga, Feb, 1, 1860.—** In all the 
stations on this island, our labors were 
for a long time directed to the examina- 
tion of a great number of candidates for 
church fellowship, and a corresponding 
number of persons seeking re-admission 
to the same privileges. 

‘During our residence here, from 
March, 1857, up to December, 1859, 308 
individuals have been admitted to church 
fellowship. It is alike pleasing and en- 
couraging to record that nearly two- 
thirds of this number were from the 
younger part of the people. The other 
part consisted of those who desired re- 
admission, which we cordially gave, after 
receiving the best evidence we could ob- 
tain of their true and sincere repentance, 
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and subsequent general consistency in 
their daily life and conduct. 

‘The total number of church mem- 
bers at the commencement of the year, 
enrolled as in full standing, was nine 
hundred and ninety-five. This embraces 
the five churches now organized in Raro- 
tonga, viz., Avarua, Avorangi, Ngatan- 
giia, Matavera, and Titikaveka. 


‘* When the duties of the press would 
not allow me to visit the stations so reg- 
ularly as I could have desired, [ was ac- 
eustomed to arrange for the candidates 
from the respective villages to meet me 
upon a given day at our own station ; 
and thus individually to converse with 
these whose hearts were, we hoped, truly 
awakened to a serious anxiety respecting 
their eternal interests. Those who have 
long studied native character, native 
habits of thought and feeling, are ex- 
tremely jealous of what may often appear 
80 promising and genuine in their pro- 
fession; and we cannot be tov cautious 
in receiving the details of native feeling 
and experience, and in no case to admit 
to the privileges of church fellowship 
until we are conscientiously satisfied of 
the truth and sincerity of the applicant. 


‘¢ The Institution for native teachers in 
Rarotonga is still deserving, and urgently 
demands, the steady and constant support 
of the Christian public. In consulting 
the records of its past position and re- 
sults, I find that since its organization in 
1839, upwards of two hundred individu- 
als have been enrolled as students, prepar- 
ing for the important work of conveying 
the knowledge of Christ to the islanders 
in Western Polynesia, as well as of es- 
tablishing the churches already formed 
in and near our own group. 


There are 
not a few honorable and useful native 
teachers, who were appointed to their 
office without having passed through the 
curriculum of the Institution. They were 
trained and educated by their respective 
missionaries long before the Institution 
was formed, and they have not in any 
case disappointed the highest hopes of 
their friends. Some of them are now en- 


Donations, 


[ February, 


feebled by age and disease, but beloved 
and honored for their work’s sake. 

** The following summary of Institution 
records may interest its friends :— 


Died at their posts,............. coccce 22 
Murdered at their posts,.............. 6 
Died in the Institution or returning,... 10 
Left their stations from ill health,..... 6 
Left the Institution do. do. ....... 5 
Discontinued, as incompetent, &c.,..... 10 
Dismissed, ........ 15 
Laboring in the islands of the Pacific, 92 
In the Institution,........ 36 


** Numbers are still anxious for ad- 
the 


| limited.’’—Lond. Miss. Chron. 


mission, but accommodations are 


DONATIONS, 
IN December, 1860 


Maine. 

| Warren, Ladies’ Bap. For. Miss. 
| Soe., Mrs. Eliza A. Kennedy 
| tr., 11; Mason, Mrs. Ruth 
Payne 21.24; Thomaston, 2nd 
ch., Mrs. Benj. Robinson tr., 
10; Long Island, a friend of 
missions, for Karen Scrip- 
tures, 1; North Paris, Mrs. 
Drake 1.50; Wells, ch., Fem. 
For. Miss. Soc. 12; East Sum- 
ner, ch., Dea. C. Ricker 40; 96.74 
New Hampshire. 


State Convention, A. J. Pres- 
cott tr., Deerfield, ch. 6.50; 
Stratham, ch. 5.69; 

Walpole, Simeon N. Perry 


12.19 
50.00 
— 62.19 
Vermont. 


South Windham, ch., Rev. E. P. 
Merrifield tr., of wh. 5 is from 
the Sab. Sch., tow. sup. of 
Rev. M. J. Knowlton, Ning- 
po, China, 13.50; Dummers- 
ton, ch. 1.50; Fairfax, Prof. 
D. W. Hoyt 1.75; Manches- 
ter, ch., two members 2; 

Windham Co. Asso., Linus A. 
Warren tr., Halifax Centre, 
ch. 6.62; Wilmington, ch. 3; 
Dover, ch. 1.50; Wardsboro’, 
ch. 5; 


18.75 


19.12 
Massachusetts. 


Boston, Bowdoin Square ch., C. 
H. Moulton tr., mon. con. 


5.13; South ch., Dea. Geo. 
LB. Dexter tr., of wh. 2.42 is 
mon. con., and 12 fr. Young 
Ladies’ Miss. Soc., Miss E. L. 
Groves tr., for Mrs. Wade's 
school, Maulmain, Burmah, 
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45.76; Brookline, ch. and 
cong., Dea. D. Sanderson tr., 
mon. con. 22 26; Newton Up- 
per Falls, Miss Eliza Jame- 
son, fur French Mission, 10; 
Ladies’ Miss. Soc., for Toung- 
oo Miss., 11.50; Jamaica 
Plain, ch., J. B. Witherbee 
tr., 175; Canton, ch., Dea. 
Willard Shepard tr., 4.77; 
Worcester, Oread Miss. Soe., 
A. L, Kemp tr., mon. con., 
to be expended under diree- 
tion of Mrs. J. G. Binney, 
Rangoon, Burmah, 2.33; 
ton, ch., of wh. 5.50 is for 
the circulation of the Serip- 
tures, 25; Rowley, ch. 10; 
Littleton, ch., of wh. 50. is 
fr. Mrs. Lydia Whitman, to 
cons. Rey. D. F. Lamson L. 
M., 100; Brookfield, Daniel 
A. Olds 5; Haverhill, Ist. ch., 
Gieo. Appleton tr., 150; Na- 
tick, ch., John J. Perry tr., 
6.00; 

Worcester Asso., Worcester, 
Pleasant st. ch., mon. con., 
per Kev. J. Aldrich, agent, 

Serkshire Asso., Pittsfield, ch., 
per Kev, J. A., agent, 


Rhode Island. 

Providence Asso., Central Falls, 
ch., per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 

Connecticut. 

Milton, a friend 20; Southport, 
Ebenezer Silliman, to cons. 
his nephew, Samuel G, Silli- 
man L. M., 100; 

State Convention, W. Griswold 
tr., Canton, eh. 2.25; Bloom- 
field, ch. 3.10; Llartford, Ist 
ch. 446.05; 

New London Asso., Norwich, 
Central ch. 92; Greenville, 
ch. 2.53; East Lyme, Ist ch. 
28; 2nd ch. 28; per Rev. J. 
Aldrich, agent, 

New Haven Asso., Essex, ch., 
per Rev. J. A., agent, 


New York. 

West Chazey, Daniel Bassett 7; 
Mariner's llarbor, L. L., Mrs. 
Dea. Jacob Van Peit 10; 
Spencerport, Sargent Bagley 
20; West Nanticoke, sab. 
4; Johnson's Creek, Li- 
ram Russell 1; 

Genesee Asso., Middlebury, ch. 
3; Wyoming, ch. 30; per 
Rev. RK. Morey, agent, 

Wayne Asso., Arcadia, ch. 11- 
6; Butler and Savannah, 
ch. 6.66; Kose, ch. 5.08; per 
Rey. R. M., agent, 

St. Lawrence Asso., Canton, ch. 
11.91; Potsdam, ch. 27.57; 
Parishville, ch. 26.50; Chat- 
eaugay, ch. 4.25; Burke, ch. 
20; Malone, ch. 22.61; Law- 
rence, ch. 3.70; Stockholm, 


373.65 


6.80 


61.31 


120.00 


451.40 


150.53 


$4.50 


42.00 


33.00 


23.70 
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641.76 


31.46 


806.43 


Mrs. Dike 5; Nicholville, 
Royal Smith 1; M. G. Peck 
1; Richville, Rev. O. W. 
Moxley 3; Russell Johnson 
1; per Rey. T. Allen, agent, 127.54 
Black River Asso., Antwerp, 
ch., of wh. 10 is fr. Dea. Bai- 
ley, to be expended by Rev. 
kK. B. Cross for educational 
purposes, 17.50; Lyme, eh. 
25.00; Mansville, ch. 12; 
Watertown, ch., with other 
donas. to cons. Rev. L. J. 
Matteson and Mrs. M. A. 
Harbottle L. M., 20.30; Evans 
Mills, ch., with other donas. 
to cons. Mrs. Lydia Tilling- 
hast L. M., 25; per Rev. T. 


A., agent, 109.70 
Oneida Asso., Cassville, ch., 
per Rey. T. A., agent, 11.00 


Hludsen River North Asso., 

West Hillsdale, ch. 7; East 

Hlillsdale, ch. 12; Hudson, 

ch. 22; Kingston, ch., with 

other donas. to cons. E. M. 

Brigham L. M., 01.75; Dr. 

Perkins 1; Mrs. Winters 1; 

Saugerties, ch. $.50; Jonas 

Orsur 1; Catskill, ch. 70; 

Claverack, A. Van De Boe, 

to cons. his daughter, Lucre- 

tia Van De Boe, L. M., 100; 

per Kev. O. Dodge, agent, 274.25 
New York Asso., Brooklyn, 

Central ch., per Rev. O. D., 

agent, 30.00 
Hudson River South Asso., Har- 

lem, ch. 7; Greenwood, ch. 

10.08; per Rey. O. D., agent, 17.08 
Hudson Kiver Central Asso., 

Port Jervis, ch. 8; Mrs. Lo- 

gan 1; Thompson 1; 

Franklindale, ch. 34.41; Mat- 

teawan, ch. 1; per Rev. O. 

D., agent, 45.41 
Worcester Asso., Semi an. coll. 

9.02; Summit, Znd ch. 3.50; 

Db. M. Warner 3; Richmond- 

ville, ch. 2; West Worcester, 

ch, 23; John Cook 25; Mary- 

land, ch. 18.25; Rev. J. Pow- 

ers 5; per Rev. O. D., agent, 88.77 
Essex and Champlain Asso., 

Keeseville, P. 3. Whiteomb, 

per Rev. VU. D., agent, 50.00 
Rensselaerville Asso., 5. C. Tee- 

ple tr., per Rey. 0. D., agent, 7.00 

— 859.45 


New Jersey. 


Plainfield, lst ch. 40.00 
West N. J. Asso., Pittsgrove, 
ch. 8.36; Mullica Hill, ch. 
25; Blackwoodtown, ch. 6; 
Haddonfield, ch, 32.85; per 
Rey. J. French, agent, 72.21 
Central N. J. Asso., Hamilton 
Square, ch., of wh. 3.50 is 
fr. Sab. Sch., 54.42; Sandy 
Ridge, ch. 23.63; per Rev. J. 


F., agent, 78.05 
East N. J. Asso., Lyons Farms, 
ch., per Rev. J. F., agent, 3.50 


193.76 
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Pennsylvania. 


Sheakleyville, Rev. H. Steel- 
man 1; East Smithfield, ch. 
9; South Auburn, Mrs. Hul- 
dah Gregory 4; Eaton, Dea. 
Thomas Mitchell 2; 

Pittsburg Asso., Peters Creek, 
ch, 18.17; Pittsburgh, Ist ch. 
29.33; a friend 1; per Rey. J. 
L. Douglass, 

Philadelphia Asso., Philadel- 
phia, Mariner’s ch. 1.83; 
Brandywine, ch. (Del. co.) 9; 
per Rev. J. French, agent, 

Central Union Asso., Brandy- 
wine, ch. (Chester co.) 10.62; 
Frankford, ch. 31.67; per 
Rev. J. F., agent, 

Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburg, 
Union ch., ,per Rev. J. F., 
agent, 

Ten Mile Asso., Pursley, ch., 
per Rey. J. F., agent, 

French Creek Asso., George- 
town, ch., (Mercer co.,) per 
Rey. J. F., agent, 

Centre Asso., Altona, ch., per 
Rev J. F., agent, 

Wyoming Asso., Russell Hill, 
ch., per Rev. J. F., agent, 
Abington Asso., Clifford, ch., 

per Kev. J. F., agent, 


Ohio. 


Plymouth, Calista Robbins 50 
ets.; Twinsburgh, ch., tow. 
sup. of a Karen pr., 5; 

Mt. Vernon Asso. 22.50; Har- 
riet Stewart 5; Eliza James 
25 cts.; Martinsburg, ch. 
3.25; per Rev. H. Davis, 
agent, 

Ohio Asso. 30.75; Harmony, 
ch. 3.30; Pine Grove, ch. 1; 
Beulah, ch., sisters, tow. sup. 
of Mrs. M. B. Ingalls, 3.50; 
per Rev. H. D. agent, 

Caesar's Creek Asso. 21.42; 
Cowan’s Creek, ch. 3.68; per 
Rev. H. D., agent, 

Auglaize Asso. 25; Geo. Max- 
on 50 cts.; per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 


Indiana. 


Manchester, ch. 

Indianapolis Asso., Indianapo- 
lis, ch., of wh. 22.10 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., to sup. nat. pr., 
per Rev. A, 5. Ames, agent, 

Union Asso.; Veals’ Creek ch., 
tow. sup. of nat. prs., 3.55; 
Washington, ch. 3.50; Prai- 
rie Creek, ch. 50 ets.; Ed- 
wardsport, ch. 55 ets.; Maria 
Creek, ch. 6.80; Sullivan, ch. 
1.40; per Rev. A. S. A,, 
agent, 

Mt. Zion Asso., Franklin, Sab. 

Sch., to sup. pupil in Rey. 


16.00 


48.50 


10.83 


42.29 


31.00 


2.80 


2.30 
5.50 
1,60 


3.00 


— 163.82 


31.00 


33.81 


16.30 
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125.65 


[February, 


B. C. Thomas’ school, Hen- 
thada, per Rey. A. 8S. A., 
agent, 

Flat Rock Asso., Mt. Pisgah, 
ch. 3; Fairland, ch., W. C. 
E. Wauee 3; Hebron, ch. 1; 
per Rey. A. 5. A., agent, 7.00 

Laughery Asso., Lawrenceburg, 
ch. 70 cts.; Aurora, Sab. Sch., 
to sup. a student in Dr. Bin- 
ney’s theol. school, Rangoon, 

26; per Rey. A. S. A., agent, 26.70 


8.00 


Illinois. 
Alton, Ist ch., Richard Flagg 
tr., to sup. Tha Oo, nat. pr., 
eare Rev. J. L. Douglass, 
Bassein, Burmah, 
Chicago Asso., Dundee, ch. 5- 
Waukegan, ch. 17.28; 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 22.54 
Fox River Asso., Downers 
Grove, ch., of wh. 3.45 is 
Young People’s coll., per Rev. 
S. M. O., agent, 

Illinois River Asso., Galen, ch., 
per Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 
Ottawa Asso., Tiskilwa, ch. 10- 
48; Princeton, ch. 7.06; per 

Rey. 5. M. O., agent, 


28.00 


9.70 


4.00 


17.54 


Minnesota. 
Minneapolis, H. Fletcher 3; 
Seandia, ch., of wh. 1.75 is 
fr. Sab. Sch., for the Burman 
Mission, 12; 
Maryland. 
Madison 
Sch., 


Baltimore, 
Bap. Sab. 
Frances tr., 

District of Columbia. 
Washington, E st. ch., Youth's 
Robert W. Fen- 

wick tr., fur the sup. of a Ka- 
ren pupil in Dr. Binney’s 
school, Rangoon, 

Canada. 

Port Hope, Wm. Craig 


Square, 
James P. 


M iss. Soe., 
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106,91 


81.78 


15.00 


7.00 


25.00 


10.00 


3,264.82 


Legacies. 
Dracut, Ms., Mrs. Sophia F. 
Macomber, per Rey. J. Ald- 
rich Exr., 102.97 
Danby, N. Y., Miss Adeline E,. 
Wadham, per Henry Yaples, 
Exr., 55.60 


158.47 


$3,423.39 
Total from April 1 to Dec. 31, 1860, $32,- 


426.86, 
Donations in Goods. 


Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. D. Jayne 
& Son, 8 boxes medicines for 
Toungoo Miss. 

Chelmsford, Ms., Central ch., 
Sewing circle, | box clothing, 
for the Delaware Miss.School, 95.63 


396.00 


491.63 
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